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Tamar Valley AONB Briefing Note: 

Response to Government’s consultation on the recommendations of the Landscapes 

(Glover) Review of Designated Landscapes  

 

Background 

In 2019 an independent review conducted by Julian Glover, known as the Landscapes 

Review, set out a series of strong, ambitious, recommendations to enable transformational 

change for our National Parks and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, to match the 

Government’s own ambition for nature, climate, people and place. 

The Government is currently consulting on its response to the Review recommendations, with 

a deadline for response by 9 April 2022.  Organisations and individuals are encouraged to 

submit either a detailed or summary response.  

Please find the link here: Government response to the Landscapes Review - Defra - Citizen 

Space 

The Government consultation is closely structured through the questions asked, but there is 

an opportunity for general comments at the end, so it is recommended to use the on-line 

questionnaire rather than submit a freestanding response. 

 

As a partner or friend of the Tamar Valley AONB, the key points from our own proposed 

detailed submission, and those of our National Association are set out below.   

We hope these may be of interest when considering your own responses to this important 

‘once in a generation’ opportunity for the strengthening of the roles and purposes of our valued 

protected landscapes.  

   

Headline Tamar Valley AONB Position: 

• TVAONB supports the practical proposals to deliver strengthened and ‘levelled-up’ 

AONBs, with new purposes, powers, good governance and resources. Renaming AONBs 

as National Landscapes will enable greater understanding, awareness, access, wellbeing 

and enjoyment of these important and special places. 

 

• In order to deliver the above improvements, a doubling of funding resources for AONBs 

over the next three years is vital, as recommended by the Landscapes Review 2019. 

Government should develop a fair and forward-looking funding formula across all 

Protected Landscapes. 

 

• TVAONB supports strengthening the ‘Duty of Regard’ that public bodies must have 

for protected landscapes. Further strengthened links and influence of AONBs with our 

public bodies, via the improved development and implementation of AONB Management 

https://consult.defra.gov.uk/future-landscapes-strategy/government-response-to-the-landscapes-review/
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/future-landscapes-strategy/government-response-to-the-landscapes-review/
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Plans and a strengthened role for AONBs in the planning process and framework should 

also be implemented.   

 

• Clearer national and local targets/outcomes, along with monitoring and guidance for 

AONBs from Natural England, will help in demonstrating the value and contribution of 

protected landscapes to national and global priorities of nature recovery, human wellbeing 

and climate change resilience.   

 

• We are supportive of the proposed National Landscapes Strategy to clarify key 

outcomes.  We also support the proposed National Landscapes Partnership to ensure 

consistency, alignment and collaboration across protected landscapes, as well as 

accessing increased additional and ‘blended’ finance opportunities.   

 

Position of the National Association of AONBs: 

Tamar Valley supports the National Association’s position, which centres around Proposal 24 

of the Glover Review. This recommended that: ‘AONBs be strengthened with new purposes, 

powers and resources, renamed as National Landscapes’.  

A summary of the NAAONB position is set out in relation to five themes linked to this proposal: 

Purposes:  Extension and revision of AONB purposes to reflect contemporary 

priorities for AONB, natural beauty with a strengthened link to nature recovery on a 

landscape scale and the importance of cultural heritage.  A second purpose to promote 

understanding and enjoyment of the area. 

Powers:  Strengthening the ‘duty of regard’ linked to strengthening the status of AONB 

management plan, a formal role in planning and development management.  

Resources:  A doubling of core funding over this parliament (three years), leading to 

a dynamic and progressive formula which reflects ambition and future needs. 

Governance:  Robust minimum governance standards which provide sufficient 

independence to guarantee the integrity of the designation, dynamic and more 

representative of the wider UK population. 

National Landscapes:  Ready to engage in a discussion on renaming where this 

reflects the step change above.  

Together these changes represent a statutory designated landscape, by design, 

fit for the 21st century – delivering more for climate, nature and people – looking 

forward, but built on the legacy and learning from 70 years of AONB. 

 

 

We hope that you find this briefing useful.  Should you have any queries, please contact: 

Dan Cooke, Tamar Valley AONB Manager: dcooke@tamarvalley.org.uk  or 07749 712429 

mailto:dcooke@tamarvalley.org.uk

