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Welcome to
Milton Abbot 

There are few Medieval buildings left in the 
village; one is within the hamlet that gave 
the Edgcumbes of Cotehele and Mount 
Edgcumbe their name. After the dissolution 
the village passed to the Bedford Estate and 
it is from this ownership and the Bedfords’ 
importance and influence that the character 
of this distinctive village really stems. The 
architecture is distinctive, and many 
unassuming buildings have direct 
connections with world famous architects. 

The old vicarage for example was designed 
by Edward Blore, the same architect who 
finished Buckingham Palace after John 
Nash’s departure. Many of the inhabitants 
of the village worked at Endsleigh, built in
the early 19th century by the Duchess of 
Bedford as a shooting and fishing lodge. 
It was for this reason that much of the centre 
of Milton Abbot is a planned model village 
built for estate workers, one of the last at the 
end of the 200 year tradition of 
providing workers cottages. 

Along The Parade stand cottages designed 
by Sir Edwyn Lutyens and built in 1909. They 
were unusually spacious with generous 
gardens and each plan differed depending 
on the status of the tenants. Today these 
houses can immediately be spotted as ‘Bedford 
Cottages’, homes with distinct architectural 
characteristics, seen all over the country in areas 
that at one time belonged to the huge estate.   

Milton Abbot is a village with a history that appears much 
easier to trace than many others. By the time of the 
Domesday Survey the village was already under the 
ownership of Tavistock Abbey, which had been founded 
before the conquest, in the mid 10th century. It remained 
in the hands of the Abbey until the dissolution of the 
monasteries under Henry VIII in 1539. 



Milton Abbot  - Points of interest

 Church of St Constantine 
 and Aegideus
The present church dates from the 14th 
and 15th centuries although it may be on 
the site of an earlier building, and like many 
churches there was substantial remodelling 
in the 19th century. 

St Constantine, after who the church is 
named,  may also be the same Constantine 
who was King of Dumnonia, the post-
Roman kingdom containing Devon and 
Cornwall. This hints at a foundation of the 
church here as early as the 6th century!

Endsleigh Gardens
The grounds to Endsleigh House are 
considered nationally important. They were 
landscaped by the great designer Humphry 
Repton in the early 1800s, who had already 
worked on the Duke of Bedford’s estate 
at Woburn Abbey. Part of the designs 
included the Duke’s Drive, running along the 
Tamar, crossing the river at several points, 
eventually leading to Morwellham Quay.

Getting there:
Milton Abbot lies the main road between 
Tavistock and Launceston and is well served 
by public transport.

For bus times please visit 
www.travelinesw.com
There is no designated car parking area in 
Milton Abbot.

Facilities:
There are outlets for refreshments in the 
village, and it has a large village green near 
the church. This image is an extract from the Millenium Map™ © Getmapping PLC

 Village Hall

The village hall here was originally 
constructed by subscription as a National 
School in 1848. Eventually becoming a 
school for girls and infants only, the 
Seventh Duke of Bedford added an 
extension for the establishment of a 
Women’s Institute. 


