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Welcome to the
Bere Peninsula

There were many hamlets all over the parish 
in the Medieval period, although many of 
them are now farmsteads and some have 
disappeared. A document dating back to the 
15th century kept in the archive of Exeter 
Cathedral lists settlements within the parish 
that were possibly visited by a priest hearing 
confession, or provides the order in which 
inhabitants visited the priest at church. Bere 
Ferrers appears to be the oldest centre of 
settlement, heavily influenced by the 
discovery of silver lodes in the area. 

The De Ferrers family were lords of manor 
and paid a hefty commission by the King, 
who had ultimate control over the mines. 
Much of the commission was spent on 
improving the impressive parish church, but 
in 1337 the family were also granted a license 
for castellate and fortify Bere Barton which 
may have been used to store the 

silver before shipping. Bere Alston is a 
younger village, but no less important to the 
mining history. 

In the booms of the Medieval and 19th 
century mining there is evidence of people 
from all over the country moving to the area 
to take advantage of the work. The mine 
workings are situated all over the peninsula, 
but Bere Alston was used as a base. It has 
even been suggested that the village is the 
first purpose built mining settlement in the 
country! 

The coming of the railway also had a big 
influence on the community here. Not only 
was market gardening another big feature of 
the landscape but access to the 
surrounding area was suddenly much easier 
and people started to seek work outside of 
the villages. 

The parish of Bere Ferrers is sandwiched between the tidal 
reaches of both the rivers Tavy and Tamar, reaching south to 
where the two rivers converge, widen and head out to sea. 



Bere Peninsula - Points of interest

 Lopwell
Lopwell Dam is the location for a Local 
Nature Reserve, looked after by the South 
West Lakes Trust. It is the lowest fording 
point on the River Tavy, although this is 
heavily subject to the tides. A ferry 
operated here into the 20th century, 
and until the dam was built in 1953 the 
river was navigable much further inland. 
Glimpses of the distinctive pink 18th 
century Maristow House can be seen with 
its own chapel that replaces one built over 
600 years ago.

 Thorn Point
Thorn Point is another place for great views, 
up and down the Tamar and across to 
Cornwall. The river has widened 
significantly here, and the Point sits below 
an expanse of mudflats previously worked 
for their salt. It is an excellent spot to view 
wading birds such as avocets and egrets in 
winter. This was once a very important ferry 
crossing and the remains of the hard can be 
seen stretching out towards Cargreen.

 Church of St Andrew
This large parish church dates from the 
13th to 15th centuries and is largely the 
result of work by the de Ferrers family, lords 
of the manor originally hailing from France. 
There are some impressive features inside, 
including a 14th century stained glass 
window depicting Sir William de Ferrers 
and his wife Matilda. With the exception of 
Exeter Cathedral this glass is reputedly the 
oldest in Devon.

 Bere Alston School
The primary school is thought to be the 
oldest purpose built school in Devon. 
Dating to 1665 it was built by Sir John 
Maynard, lord of the manor and MP for 
Bere Alston, who eventually went on to 
become Lord Chancellor under William III. 

The building is thought to have originally 
been 2 large school rooms, and has been 
added to in subsequent centuries; it was 
only built by Maynard for 8 pupils.

 Bere Ferrers Quay
 The location of the quay affords 
   excellent views up and  
   down the Tavy. Once  
   busy with barges 
   carrying dock dung from  
   Plymouth it is now used  
   by canoeists and 
   pleasure  boats when 
   the tide is right. Across 
   the water are the 
   remains of Blaxton
   Quay and tide mill, with  
   some of the largest lime  
   kilns in the area. 

This image is an extract from the Millenium Map™ © Getmapping PLC

Getting there:
Both villages are served by buses and have 
train stations on the Plymouth to Gunnislake 
branch line. Please check the Tamar Valley 
website for up to date information on the 
seasonal ferry between Ferry Farm, near to 
Bere Alston, and Calstock.  

For bus times please visit 
www.travelinesw.com
For train times please visit 
www.nationalrail.co.uk
Bere Alston also has a free car park near the 
village hall. There is no car parking 
designated car parking area in Bere Ferrers.

Facilities:
Bere Alston has public toilets, a variety of 
local shops and businesses, a recreation 
ground and seating areas. Bere Ferrers has 
refreshment outlets and a large children’s 
play area near to the river at the northern 
edge of the village.


