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Background to this guidance [v.3, April 2013] 
 
The following guidance was developed in response to a review session. Several surveys had 
been completed and it was apparent that there was some confusion over using the sources and 
the actually necessity of understanding the historic significance of hedges in the landscape. 
 
The main aim of this section was to get people thinking about and discovering the importance of 
hedges not just for their biodiversity value (as so often is the case), but also for their 
archaeological or - more broadly - historic value. Hedges are a very important element of 
landscape character and have an immediate aesthetic impact, especially in views around the 
Tamar Valley AONB. Their relationship to historic sites (for example, defining the outline of a hill 
fort), historic routeways (such as between a hamlet and a church), ad their contribution to the 
built environment (mature hedge trees in conservation Areas, for example), are just some of the 
considerations.  
 
It was also hoped that through this section we would find out more about people’s local 
knowledge; the groups were divided according to the parish they live in. In some cases it 
produced some interesting histories (e.g. names of fields and footpaths); in others it was possibly 
too far from previous experience of hedge surveying to be interesting!  
 
A further aim of the ‘history’ section was to highlight the sources available to the public - both 
archival and on the Internet – that provide information on the historic interest of places.  
 
The overall aim of the history section – along with the species and management sections – was 
to create an understanding of hedgerows and their significance, and understanding will lead to 
informed conservation, protection and management.  
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Tamar Valley AONB Significant Hedges Survey 2012 
 

History section of survey sheet– additional guidance notes 
 
1. Is a boundary in this location first shown on: 
A. Pre-Tithe map B. Tithe map C. 1880 OS D. 1902 OS E. Other 

 
Do hedge trees shown on the historic OS survive today? Y / N 

 
I have supplied the Parish groups with historic Ordnance Survey (OS) maps, Tithe maps and, 
where available, pre-Tithe maps. The group leaders in each parish have them. They should be 
consulted to answer this question. If, for example, you are in Bere Ferrers and a boundary in the 
location of the one you are looking at appears on the Hobart 1737 map you would circle answer 
‘A’.  
 

  

 

Hobart 1737 Current OS An example of a ‘hedge tree’ on the 
1880 OS map. 

 
Hedge trees can be identified from the 1880 OS; it is obviously easier to answer this question if 
you take the map out when you do the fieldwork, or you could mark on the current OS map the 
position of mature trees and compare later. Please mark on map and/or comment if the answer 
is yes.  
 
2. Is the hedge within 100m of a designated or identified historic site or  
monument? 
A. Scheduled monument B. Listed building  C. Registered Park and Garden  D. HER   
E. None 
 
Please give further details if relevant 
 
To find out if its any of the first three statutory designations use the English Heritage website:  
http://list.english-heritage.org.uk/  

• The easiest way to search it is by parish: Advanced search (below the main search 
box)>Location (in blue on the left side)>Parish (type your parish in the box and select the 
right one from the choices which appear) 

• Hit ‘Search’ and on the next page a list of the listed/scheduled assets will appear. At the 
top of the list is the option in a tab to ‘Show results on map’. Click on this.  

O
S Licence num

ber: 1000051681 
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• You will then need to move the map and zoom in to the coloured circle. For example if 
you zoom into Bere Ferrers it’ll look like this: 

 
 

• If you looked at the path leading up to Shutecombe, there are no designated assets 
around there. They would be shown as either a red circle or blue triangle, or a red 
hatched area for a scheduled monument, or a green hatched area if it’s a park or garden.  

• If you were looking at a boundary near Bere Barton then you might consider saying Yes to 
this question and finding out more about it.  

• To do this you click on the ‘?’ symbol with the arrow next to it (highlighted in blue at the 
top left hand corner of the screen) and then click on the circle or triangle; the information 
then comes up on the right side of the map. 
 

If it’s not near something that’s designated, the next step would be to find out if it’s on the 
Historic Environment Record (HER). You can do this through a website called Heritage Gateway 
www.heritagegateway.org.uk/Gateway/default.aspx   
To get the information for the history section for a hedge in Shutecombe: 

• Go to Heritage Gateway website 
• In the ‘Simple Search’ box, type in where the hedge is e.g.‘Shutecombe’, You may not get 

any results. If this happens, try instead going to Advanced Search>Where>Admin location 
(one of the tabs above the map). Type in the parish e.g. Bere Ferrers:  
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• Look at the Devon & Dartmoor HER results, of which there are 426. 
• Click on ‘Devon & Dartmoor HER’ and then ‘view all Devon & Dartmoor HER results’. 
• Going through all 426 results is a bit tedious if your first search didn’t come up with 

anything – so keep in mind any words which might connect your boundary to the record 
when you’re scanning through, e.g. holloway, path, track, trackway; these will be down 
near the end of the results list.  

o I didn’t find anything that related to the hedge at Shutecombe so on the survey 
sheet I circled ‘E. None’. 

• This might sound a bit tedious, but please have a go at using this website as it’s a really 
useful resource for finding out about historic assets.  

 
 
3. Is the hedge within a Conservation Area? Y / N 
 
Here, Conservation Area means buildings, not nature! There are two Conservation 
Areas in the Cornwall parishes covered by this project: Calstock centre, and Bohetherick village. 
In West Devon they are: the centres of Bere Alston, Bere Ferrers, Buckland Monachorum, Milton 
Combe and Weir Quay. I have included this question as works of topping, lopping or felling of a 
tree in a Conservation Area will need Conservation Area consent.  

The Cornwall Conservation Area boundaries can be accessed on the Cornwall Council Interactive 
Mapping bit of their website http://mapping.cornwall.gov.uk/website/ccmap/ - go to 
‘Environment’ > and tick ‘Conservation Areas’ on the left hand side before zooming in or typing 
the placename in the search box. 

The Devon ones can be seen under ‘Settlement Plans’ on the West Devon Borough Council 
website http://www.westdevon.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=2206&p=0  

 
4. Does the hedge have any associative value? If yes please describe. 
  
This is where we want you to add your local knowledge, and any evidence of the  
boundary or the area where it is being referenced in literature/film/music etc. Some of the  
questions you might ask to answer this question are: 
 

• Does the hedge bound a lane which has a name? Why is it called that name? 
• Does it bound a lane which leads to an important place, for example a settlement to a 

church? 
• Does it relate to a local story or folklore?  
• Did it have any other use other than for agriculture? 
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• Do you have any memories related to the lane/location which you can share? 
 

One of the sources I handed out at the training day for understanding this further is English 
Heritage’s Conservation Principles, p.26 onwards: 
http://www.helm.org.uk/upload/pdf/Conservation_Principles_Policies_and_Guidance_April08_W
eb.pdf  
 
5. Is the hedge within an area protected for its natural significance e.g. SSSI? If yes please 

describe. 
 
The best resource for this is ‘Nature on the Map’, part of the Natural England website:  
http://www.natureonthemap.naturalengland.org.uk/  
Simply type in your postcode or area on the right hand side and then you can move the map  
around to find the exact location of your hedge. Different designations show up as coloured  
areas on the map; you can click on them and find out what they are. 

 
 
6. Please suggest a date of origin: 
A. Medieval    B. Post-medieval  C. C19 D. C20 E. C21 
early/Saxon 450-1066  
mid 1066-1349 
late/Tudor 1349-1500 
 
We are not looking for an exact date, this would be impossible! Take all the information you 
have into account and give a rough date. If it is recorded on the HER as being medieval then 
record that. The shapes and patterns of field systems will also give you a clue for a date when 
they may have been first laid out.  
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The shape and irregularity of these 
fields would suggest that they are 
PREHISTORIC 

A medieval strip field system near Boscastle; the strips were later 
enclosed with hedges giving the characteristic curved boundaries we see 
in the Tamar Valley today. 
 

 

 

These fields have been enclosed from 
medieval open field systems in the 
14th to 17th centuries. There are lots of 
good examples of this in the Tamar 
Valley, especially around Bohetherick 
and St Dominick. 
 

Here are some of the fields around Bohetherick. The characteristic curved 
shape of the strip fields is due to the path the oxen-drawn plough would 
take and the room needed to turn around at the end of the field. 

 

 

Typical and familiar fields of the 19th 
century, formed under the Enclosure 
Acts when large areas of rough 
ground were transformed into 
agricultural use. They are typified by 
their dead straight sides; these are at 
Hingston Down. 

You can learn a lot about the history and character of the landscape from 
current and historic maps, and much of this information has already been 

transferred to Historic Landscape Characterisation in both Devon and 
Cornwall.  The Devon HLC can be found here: 

http://gis.devon.gov.uk/basedata/viewer.asp?DCCService=hlc 
and the Cornwall here: 

http://mapping.cornwall.gov.uk/website/ccmap/default.asp?layerName=L
andscape%20Character%20Areas 

We have also had Historic Landscape Assessment done for the Tamar 
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Valley AONB which can be supplied. 
 
 
  
 


