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Ash in Devon and 
Cornwall 

 Second commonest 
hedgerow tree. 

 

 22% of woodland cover 
(Devon). 

 

 Frequent  in urban 
areas, gardens, etc. 

 

 Abundant alongside 
roads. 

 

 



Typical Tamar 
Valley lane 
lined by ash 
trees 



Whole ash woods now dead or dying 
in Kent and Hampshire 



Ash dieback in 
Devon 

• First recorded in 2014 

 

• Now just about 
everywhere 

 

• Mature trees dying or 
dead 



Bickleigh  
One year’s change 



Honey fungus and 
other pathogens 

often give the 
 coup de grâce. 



We need to understand 
scale of risks to: 

• Landscape 

• Wildlife 

• Culture 

• Economy 

• Infrastructure 

• Safety 

 

Focus resources on 
key risks and areas 

 



Impact will be especially severe 
outside woods and in urban areas 



Landscape – near Luckett 



Soil conservation, Ashtree Farm 



Wildlife 

• Affected by loss of an 
abundant tree. 
 

• 17 species in Devon strongly 
associated with ash (4 fungi, 
4 lichens, 1 moss, 3 moths, 
2 flies & 2 beetles). 
 

• Several Section 41 species 
(string-of-sausages lichen, 
eagle’s claws lichen, centre-
barred sallow moth, brown 
hairstreak butterfly and 
hawfinch).  

Centre-barred sallow 

String-of-sausages lichen 



Rotting ash wood exceptional for 
insects 



Culture:  special role in 
Celtic mythology 

The World Tree – spanning between 
worlds, the backbone of the universe. 
 

The Tree of Life - tall branches reaching up 
to heavens and vast root system 
spreading deep below the Earth. 
 

Charm against drowning. 
 
Beating the Bounds marker. 

 
Place names E.g. 9 parishes in Devon: 

Ashburton, Ashbury, Ashcombe, 
Ashford, Ashprington, Ashreigney, 
Ashton, Ashwater, Rose Ash. 

 
Tamar Valley: Ashleigh Barton. 



The £ value of ash 

• A30 & A38 west of Exeter have 
303, 000 trees. 
 

• £764,000 pa - value of trees for 
pollution removal, carbon 
storage and sequestration, and 
avoided run-off. 
 

• £64 million - screening value of 
trees.  
 

Ash is commonest tree (21% by 
leaf area) 

 
Source:  Highways Agency 2015 



Direct economic impacts 

 

 

 

 

 

Tool handles, boat building, bows, etc 

Firewood availability 

Timber 
production 



High risk to road, rail and cable 

NB. Private 
landowners are 
responsible for 
99% of roadside 
ash. 
 



Expensive! 

Clinton Devon 
Estates  

 

• 4,500 ashes 
alongside roads 

 

• c. £500,000 to 
fell over 5 years 



And dangerous 

 

• Once 50% of canopy 
lost, then high risk of 
structural failure. 

 

• Widow maker! 



Tree shears have great potential 



The three big  
challenges 

1. Help farmers and 
homeowners prepare for 
this disease. 
 

2. Keep our roads and 
railways, and electricity 
and phone lines, safe and 
functioning. 
 

3. Keep landscapes and 
townscapes attractive, and 
increase treescape 
resilience. 



We should seek to inform, inspire, 
empower local communities 

• To prepare for dying 
trees. 

 

• To capture cultural 
significance. 

 

• To plan ahead to retain 
landscape quality. 

 

• To take action! 

 



Appropriate local action includes: 

 Training to identify diseases, 
assess tree health. 
 

 Survey to locate veterans and 
resistant trees. 
 

 Collect local seed. 
 

 Establish local nurseries. 
 

 Plant trees and look after 
them. 
 

 Tree planting 
 
 



Start now!  To: 

 Plant new trees. 

 

 Encourage natural regeneration. 

 

 Use the 3/2/1 formula: 

 

     3 new trees for every large tree lost, 

            2 for a medium tree and 

                  1 for a small tree. 



Follow the Four RRRRs 

    Right tree 

     Right place 

       Right way 

          Right aftercare 

 

 

 



Use Local and 
Native 

 Choose native or those 
long-established 
species (not so 
important in towns).  

 

 Plant trees sourced 
and grown solely in 
Britain, preferably in 
South-West England. 

Devon whitebeam 



Thinking ahead 
Encourage treescape resilience by: 

1. Reducing tree stress. 

 

2. Fostering inter- and 
intra-species 
diversity. 

 

3. Encouraging new 
trees. 



And by: 

4. Practicing good 
biosecurity. 

 

5. Controlling pests (e.g. 
deer and squirrels). 

 

6. Reducing landscape 
fragmentation. 



And, especially, by: 

Improving 
understanding of 
the value and 
benefits of  

       Trees  

           Outside 

              Woodlands  

                   (TOWs). 



Together we 
can keep the 
Tamar Valley 

stunning!  


