
GUNNISLAKE 

STATION 

There was a time 

when the station at 

Gunnislake was on 

the opposite side of the A390 just over a bridge in Station 

Road. This was not the last station on the line 

back then as it also 

stopped at three more 

stations before 

terminating at 

Callington. When Mr 

Beeching wielded his 

axe its future was never 

really in doubt because 

local roads are so poor. 

Better the delights and 

reliability of the train 

journey than running 

the gauntlet of the A386 in peak-hour traffic.  

In the end the decision was taken to terminate the line at Gunnislake and 

to create a completely new Gunnislake Station on the site of a former coal yard on the opposite 

side of the A390. On January 31st 1994 the old island station was closed and the nearby A390 

road bridge, with its low headroom was then demolished as rain lashed down on the onlookers.  

This new station (left) opened six months later on June 6th 1994 so it has just celebrated its 25th 

birthday. The 15-mile line is rich in industrial archaeology and the journey to Plymouth is full of 

contrasts, with its wooded slopes, derelict chimney stacks, picturesque stations, panoramic 

river views, and high-aspect vistas of west 

Plymouth with the Calstock viaduct undoubtedly 

being the jewel in the crown of this much-loved 

railway line.  

 



 

Recently all the 

old tiles on the 

walls of the 

platform were 

carefully chipped 

off, the wall was 

given a new coat of 

white paint, as was the fence above it and brand new tiles were attached in their 

place which as you can see are designed to look like fruit bushes with each one depicting aspects of 

Tamar Valley life including mining heritage, market gardening and local wildlife. 

Local ceramicist, Rosie Fierek was the brains behind the installation which is entitled ‘Fruitful’ and it 

was she who fired all the tiles in her local pottery. Each child from our two local primary schools, 

Delaware and Gunnislake was involved in the design of the tiles 

which either featured 

their name or a picture of 

something that 

represents the Tamar 

Valley to them. A few of 

them were here on 

Thursday 6th June 2019 

for a special celebration 

to mark 25 years to the 

day that the station 

opened on this spot; all 

were happy to pose for 

the photographer along 

with Rebecca Catterall 

from Devon and Cornwall 

Rail Partnership.  



Calstock’s Rubber Band played lively music on 

the platform as a train pulled in. Incidentally, 

Rosie Fierek is also a member of this band and is 

depicted here wearing a stripy top and holding her 

brass instrument while posing with some of the 

children in another photo.  

There was a good turnout for the event 

including several dignitaries, a photographer, 

those schoolchildren I mentioned and members 

of the public with a special interest. Later a 

plaque was unveiled by our local parish 

councillor, Dorothy Kirk B.E.M.                                                       Afternoon tea was served to all in the 

Tamar Valley centre after the train had 

left. Here as everyone congregated a 

film was showing archive footage of 

the line while also on display was an 

exhibition of old railway photographs 

of the station and its trains in various 

liveries over the years.  



Many 

people have 

remarked 

on how 

colourful 

Gunnislake 

Station is looking these days which is mostly thanks to 

FOGS, the Friends of Gunnislake Station who over the 

last year or two have created a completely new flower border at the far end of the car park where 

once only weeds grew, they also erected several planters full of colourful 

flowers on the platform. Both the circular beds which form roundabouts to ease the flow of traffic 

have themselves had a make-over.  
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