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Chairman’s Report Autumn 2016 

It has been a lovely few weeks for a change in August, and Cliff and I went 
chasing the man engine down to Godolphin and then St Just and Geevor. We 
became real Groupies, and I hope a few of you managed to see this amazing 
sight during the two weeks it was around. Each summer outing we have had 
this year, we have been blessed with great weather but today as I write this 
the weather has changed and there are a few spots of rain around. You will 
see from the programme that there is a good variety of talks for the coming 
season and we look forward to welcoming you to the Tamar Valley Centre to 
enjoy these. We have the usual write ups of the various talks from last year in 
this newsletter so if you weren’t able to get to them you can at least keep 
track if what we have been up to. 

News from Tamar Valley AONB – The Helping Hands for Heritage (HH4H) 
has now finished and it proved to be a great success, although I am not sure 
whether I actually managed to get any Friends helping out! As a result of this 
project many more people are now aware of the special qualities that make 
up the Tamar Valley, and on your behalf I would like to thank Sam Barnes for 
all her enthusiasm in dreaming up the project and seeing it through to its 
conclusion. We will be saying goodbye to her at the end of August as she 
moves on to new and exciting things, but the Tamar Valley has certainly 
benefitted from her passion. Corinna Woodall is away for three months on 
compassionate leave, so the office will be short staffed for a while until things 
settle. Becki Lumbus is back part time after her maternity leave. 

It sounds too early to wish you all a Happy Christmas but this Newsletter 
covers that period as well! 

Jane Kiely, Chairman 

August 2016 

Reports of Meetings and Events 

We include reports of our monthly meetings and visits up to and including 
August 2016.  

Ted Coryton – The History of Pentillie (2 October 2015) by Jayne Brant 

The report of this meeting was not available at the of the last Newsletter, so 
we include it here. 

Pentillie has a commanding position overlooking the River Tamar and there 
may have been a fortified castle on the site in earlier times. Many bronze age 
artefacts have been found, including arrow heads (which were on display for 

Front cover: Novel sign outside the new DIY café at Calstock Boatyard visited 

during the walk to the Danescombe Valley by Jane Kiely 
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the evening). The original terracing of the garden can still be seen and a 
record of the design is on Blome’s map of Cornwall dated 1695. 

Pentillie itself was built in 1698 by James Tillie (later Sir James) of Callington. 
He had been the land agent to Sir John Coryton who owned a large estate 
bordering Pentillie land. He started life as a labourer in St Keverne and lived 
from 1645 to 1713. 

Sir John Coryton died young, aged 42, in mysterious and rather suspicious 
circumstances. James Tillie married his widow, Lady Elizabeth, and became 
a very wealthy man. He ‘secured’ a knighthood from James II in 1686. James 
Tillie had no children, but wanted to be remembered after his death. So he 

commissioned a lead statue of himself 
that stands prominently in front of the 
castle. It was originally hollow but has 
been restored with a steel frame inside 
to support the superstructure. 

Sir James (as he had become) believed 
in his bodily resurrection and thought it 
would happen soon after his death. He 
built a folly on a hill on the estate and 
gave instructions that on his death he 
was to be strapped to a chair, clothed in 
his best wig and hat and placed in the 
folly. The servants were told to provide 
food and wine while his corpse awaited 
transportation to heaven! 

After his death, the servants did as they 
were bid, but soon it became too 
distasteful and instead they replaced his 
body with a statue made out of Beer 
Stone. Until recently nobody knew what 

The statue of Sir James Tillie in 

the folly in 2009 
Anthony Lewis 
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had happened to his remains. Restoration of the mausoleum and the statue 
and carvings was undertaken in 2008 when eight steps down to a vault were 
revealed under a slab in the marble floor. Decayed wood, with the letters 
SRJT, was still visible amongst the remains, as were human bones. It is now 
thought that this is his final resting place. Sir James and Lady Elizabeth left 
the estate to a nephew who changed his name to Tillie and it has passed 
down through the family ever since. 

In 1809/10 Humphry Repton visited the estate and presented designs for the 
castle with terracing and a sweeping/landscaped drive. The plans showed a 
commercial quay on the river and fortified towers to the building. The job of 
remodelling the castle was given to William Wilkins and the resulting 
imposing building is recorded in a number of pictures. However in 1967/68 
the North tower was demolished and the building reduced in size by around 
50% to make it more manageable. 

The original plan for the current family to take over was thwarted when Jeffrey 
Coryton died in 1980 and his widow, Kit, decided to remain at Pentillie until 
her death in 2007. After Kit died, Ted and Sarah and their family agreed to 
take on the commitment of Pentillie as a business venture. They took part in 
the television series Country House Rescue and the programme has been 
seen all over the world, giving much-needed publicity. In 2008 restoration 
began and the interior was gutted and repairs made to the structure and roof, 
in liaison with English Heritage. They opened the doors of their B&B business 
in 2009 and have nine en-suite bedrooms. 

Work on the gardens continues, although paths and many areas have been 
cleared and lots of rhododendron removed. In an area called Strawberry Hill, 
an orchard of 80 apple and nine cherry trees has been planted. Three osprey 
nesting poles have been erected in the hope of attracting these summer 
migrants. The bathing hut by the river, which may have been a school house, 
is now used for weddings. Outdoor theatre is a regular summer event, as is a 
charitable event hosting Royal Marines and their families. Ted reported that 
Pentillie has won two Gold ‘Best of the South West’ B&B awards, of which the 
family is very proud. 

Ron Smith – Wild Flower Quiz (6 May 2016) by Jane Kiely 

We were looking forward to welcoming Cynthia Gaskell Brown to this meeting 
to talk to us on ‘Mount Edgcumbe and the Hamoaze through the Artist’s Eye’ 
but unfortunately she was taken ill. Our good friend Ron Smith saved the day 
at the eleventh hour. We had a wild flower evening with a difference – in the 
form of a quiz! Ron had visited Devil’s Point to find an amazing variety of wild 
flowers growing there, and also investigated Drakewalls Mine to see what he 
could find there. It was certainly entertaining, making us all think and talk to 
each other. Our thanks go to Ron for stepping into the breech again. 
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Kate Threlfall – Chapels of Gunnislake (3 June 2016) by Jane Kiely 

This was an interesting Friends outing as no Friends turned up except Cliff 
and myself! Luckily Kate Threlfall had advertised the walk on the Gunnislake 
Facebook page, so we had a few locals with us and some nine of us walked 
the streets with Kate. 

Although there were many chapels to see, only two are still open for worship: 
St Anne’s Church and the Bible Fellowship. Conversely, the four pubs, dating 
from 18th and 19th centuries, are still open and in use. Until mining started in 
the late 18th century, Gunnislake was little more than a few farmsteads, but it 
grew rapidly. The next chapel we saw in Chapel Street was built by the 
Wesleyan Methodists and has recently been converted into flats. It was sold 
along with other Methodist Chapels in the parish to provide funds for the new 
Tamar Valley Methodist Chapel at Albaston. 

The Orchard, where there is now a doctors' surgery, was possibly the site of 
an early Bible Christian Chapel. There is another chapel at the end of 
Commercial Street built as a Wesleyan Methodist Chapel around 1840 when 
the original building became too small. This was then used as a Sunday 
School but by 1856 the new chapel was again overcrowded and the large one 
was built in Chapel Street. The Commercial Street chapel was later used as 
the Town Hall but by 1883 the Salvation Army had taken it over. It became an 

Gunnislake in 1909 
Postcard by F. Frith & Co. Ltd 
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important part of local life, with many social events held there. The Salvation 
Army had moved out by 1967 and it was converted into a house. 

Moving to the Buccaneer pub we could see Newbridge Chapel down the hill. 
It was opened in 1863 but was soon closed and demolished owing to 
subsidence and a new house built on the site. The Public Hall in Fore Street 
was built as a United Methodist Church in 1856, thus making three large 
Methodist Chapels built between 1856 and 1864, illustrating the rising 
number of people living in Gunnislake at the time. It has morphed several 
times and is now a community building. 

We then moved into Lower Calstock Road to a tiny Baptist chapel, the first 
non-conformist chapel in the village, opened around 1790. This soon became 
too small and a large square chapel was built across the road, now Church 
House, which again proved too small and was superseded by a larger one, 
now the church hall built in 1834. By 1841 the Baptists had sold the chapel to 
the Anglican Church, as the Parish church was a couple of miles away in 
Calstock. There is also another chapel in Under Road, now a house. 

It became clear that there was little ground around these various chapels, and 
Kate explained that when the land was originally given, the chapel occupied 
all the land. There was no need for a garden and it seemed that most people 
were buried in the graveyard at the top of the hill in Drakewalls. 

We had a great evening with Kate and learned a lot of local history. We look 
forward to her coming to tell us about all the various shops that used to be in 
Gunnislake. 

Walk to Danescombe Valley (21 June 2016) by Jane Kiely 

We had to cancel our planned trip to Coombe Trenchard as we did not get 
the minimum 20 required for the visit. However, we intend to repeat it next 
year as a joint venture with the Devonshire Association Building Section. 

Instead, Clive and I offered a walk from Calstock into the Danescombe Valley 
and it turned out to be a day of walking between interesting venues to eat! 
We met in the new café in Calstock, Lishe, which is so quirky it needs to be 
visited and studied in detail. A few people turned up just for that, but 
eventually there were about ten of us doing the actual walk. After waiting for 
the train to see if anyone was arriving from Plymouth, we started our walk. I 
had recently taken part in a survey of the horticultural packing sheds that are 
still in the valley, so I regaled everyone with stories of those, and anything 
else of interest along the way. 

Once in Danescombe, Clive explained the industrial archaeology that is in 
this part of the valley, including the engine houses that have been converted 
into holiday accommodation, and the old sawmill built in 1878 but out of use 
by the turn of the century. Along Lower Kelly there are various sites to be 
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seen, and we then went into Calstock Boatyard to have our picnic, and use 
their new DIY café. This is a great success, with a wonderful view down the 
river. We were joined by two non-walkers, so our numbers went up and down 
all day. Walking back to Calstock, we investigated the road that collapsed a 
couple of years previously. To everyone’s surprise, we all decided that 
Calstock Ice Cream Parlour was too good to miss, and agreed that that was 
the perfect end to a perfect day! 

Visit to Trematon Castle Garden (29 July 2016) by Helen Wilson 

This was a popular event and before 2:00 pm a good number of people had 
found their way to the field that serves as a car park for Trematon Castle. 
This was a good place to start as the views across the fields towards Saltash, 
including St Stephen’s, were well worth seeing with the swallows swooping 
around. We wended our way to the entrance and through the café to the 
hidden world of the Castle, to be met by a breathtaking garden set in front of 
the Regency house that sits within the ancient fortifications. 

Trematon Castle itself is a remarkably complete piece of early Norman 
military architecture known as a motte and bailey. It is one of four such 
castles built by Robert of Mortain when he was granted the Earldom of 

A break at the Calstock Boatyard DIY Café 
Jane Kiely 
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Cornwall by his brother-in-law, 
William the Conquerer, the 
others being at Restormel, 
Launceston and Liskeard. The 
structures consist of an 
artificially raised mound 
(motte), on which sits a keep, 
adjacent to a walled enclosure 
(bailey). In less hilly areas, a 
bailey often fully encircles the 
motte, but at Trematon it 
exists as an oval to the south 
and east, with the steepness 
of the ground below the 
mound providing adequate 
protection on the other sides. 
The earliest description of the 
Castle comes from 1337, 
when within the keep there 
was a hall with a kitchen and 
lodging chamber. A ‘chamber 
without the gate’ is the 
existing gatehouse that lies on 
the west side within the 15’ 
deep bailey walls. 

The Castle remained in the 
hands of the Duchy, largely 
unchanged, aside from the 
effects of neglect, until the 
next phase of building work in 

the early 19th century. Rather perversely, some might say, Benjamin Tucker 
built a Regency house within the bailey in 1808, the architect of which is 
unknown. In order to provide a view of the Tamar estuary a substantial length 
of the bailey wall was demolished. 

The house was featured in Country Life in 1948, when it was the home of Sir 
Claud and Lady Russell. They carried out ‘an imaginative rehabilitation’ of 
Benjamin Tucker’s house, and established a garden within the remaining 
semi-circle of rampart enclosing the bailey, which made ‘a perfect setting for 
all kinds of flowering shrubs’. 

Today, Trematon Castle Garden has been given a new lease of life as a 
visitor attraction. Still owned by the Duchy, since 2012 they have been leased 
by garden designers Isabel and Julian Bannerman, previously of Hanham 

The gatehouse at Trematon Castle 
Helen Wilson 
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Court Gardens, Gloucestershire. The borders at Trematon have been 
transformed into a rich array of herbaceous and perennial plants, while areas 
of woodland are left wild providing an air of the ‘lost garden’. The rather 
dilapidated gatehouse and the motte are open to explore and the views at 
every turn are glorious, especially from the keep. There is, however, after 
only four years, a sense that the momentum of renovation has slowed 
somewhat. The visit was summed up really well by Clive Charlton, who wrote 
afterwards: 

The gardens were delightful, but I think it was the air of mystery and decay 
that I really liked. Are the new owners really still 'on the case', or do I detect a 
faint sense of daunted enthusiasm and yet another abandonment? Much that 
we are devotees of both the National Trust and English Heritage, the 
unkempt and uninterpreted Trematon was a rather delicious contrast. Also 
wonderfully eccentric: the officially barred-off 'Indian' swimming pool (but we 
could break in), the table tennis in the medieval gatehouse, and the baronial 
chicken coop in the (barred off) shell keep. 

Trematon Castle Garden is worth visiting for garden enthusiasts and for those 
interested in the history of the defence of medieval Cornwall. For people who 
enjoy both those subjects, it really is a treat with a twist. 

The south side of the house showing the truncated bailey 
Helen Wilson 
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Walk along the River Tamar (13 August 2016) by Helen Wilson 

This circular walk was one that Anthony and I discovered on August Bank 
Holiday Monday last year. We were so impressed with the variety of stunning 
views, up and down the Tamar, that we thought other people would enjoy it 
too. We hoped for the same wonderful sunny weather that we had the year 
before and were not disappointed. What was disappointing was that only 
three other people turned up for the walk. 

We parked at the side of the road just south of Wayton, near to where the 
footpath begins. It first crosses a grassy field and then heads into cultivated 
land, where the views begin. 

After crossing several fields, we emerged at the water’s edge, where we 
stopped for a short while. We soon lost sight of the river, though, as the path 
heads uphill into a deep lane and out on to a gated road, shielded from the 
river by trees. Where the road dips down, an arm of the estuary extends 
across it, with saltmarsh on one side and tall reeds on the other. Here we 
found our way to the beach and sat for a while in the sun. 

Continuing on, the river is again hidden from view by a wall. At the end of this 
stretch lies a group of three houses, at least one of which was once a mill of 
some sort. Separated from the houses by some 50 metres is a tidal mill pond, 

The view across fields with the footpath ahead 
Anthony Lewis 
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the power from which must have 
been harnessed somehow, but 
there was no evidence of how 
that was achieved. 

The next stage of the walk 
involves a fairly steep climb, but 
every so often there is a handy 
gate on which to lean and admire 
yet another view. At the top, the 
most spectacular aspect is 
reached, as well as rather a 
surprise. Through a gate on the 
right lies a small airfield, from 
which several light aircraft are 
flown. Opposite the hangers are 
two gates at a angle to each 
other; one provides a view 
towards Bere Alston and above 
Cotehele and the other of 
Pentillie. Here the bends in the 
river confuse the eye and the 
mind into questioning which side 
is Devon and which is Cornwall. 

We continued down this track, wondering if we were actually trespassing, 
when a landrover came along and stopped. This turned out to be Ted Coryton 
from Pentillie, who was more than happy for us to continue. From the next 
gate we could see the bend in the river below Clifton and across to Weir 
Quay. Here the pylons really do intrude but they perhaps add to the drama. 

On the last leg of the walk it is mostly along the road, but there are again 
several gates where the view upstream towards Plymouth and the Tamar 
Bridges can be enjoyed. We also passed several dwellings, including ancient 
Tinnel. This was a wonderful afternoon out on the Tamar, full of beautiful 
views and interesting features. 

Calstock Christmas Lights 

Friday 2 December 2016 

The Calstock Christmas Lights will be switched on this evening at 7:00 pm 
when the village really comes alive for the festive period. We can have a 
mean afterwards at The Tamar but we will need to provide numbers so 
please use booking form. You will need to park and get to the Quay in good 
time as it gets very busy. For further information ring Jane on 01822 834964. 

The view across to Weir Quay 
Anthony Lewis 
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Programme for 2016/2017 

We meet at the Tamar Valley Centre, Cemetery Road, Drakewalls, and we 
hope to see lots of members attending. Unless otherwise stated, indoor 
meetings are on the first Friday of the month and start at 7:30 pm. 

Non-members are welcome at meetings, although a small charge is levied. 
We hope the events will prove popular and we look forward to welcoming you 
to as many as possible. Please contact Jane Kiely (01822 834964; 
janekielyintamarvalley@uwclub.net) or any other Committee member (see 
page 3 for contact details) if you have any queries about the programme. 

The Friends’ Newsletter is edited by Anthony Lewis and Helen Wilson. If you 
would like to write anything for the next edition please contact Anthony or 
any member of the Committee (see page 3 for contact details). 

Date Speaker and/or Event 

9 September 
(note date) 

Helen Wilson – A Tour of the Tamar Valley through Early 
Postcards 

7 October Rupert Kirkwood – Kayaking the South West Coastal Path 

4 November Rick Stewart – The Road to Messines: Military Mining and 
Underground Warfare on the Western Front in WW1  

2 December Switching on the Calstock Christmas Lights and meal in The 
Tamar. Booking essential. See page 11. 

6 January 
2017 

Clive Charlton – Lady Shelley: Close Confidante of the Duke 
of Wellington, Enthusiastic European Traveller, and Visitor 
and Benefactor to Bere Ferrers 

3 February Kate Threlfall – Shops and Pubs in Old Gunnislake 

3 March Graham Wilson – A Load of Codswallop 
Bring along any old bottles you have found and find out what 
Codswallop really is! 

7 April 
7:00 pm 

Annual General Meeting 
Followed by 
Jo Totterdell – Local Daffodils: A Market Gardening 
Perspective 

5 May Andrew Thompson – The Dukes of Bedford and their 
Relationship to Tavistock  

mailto:janekielyintamarvalley@uwclub.net

