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                    As I write this Welcome  
     feature for the spring/ 
                  summer issue of The 
   Valley it feels good to  
               be alive, with a warm sun  
             finally shining through the  
        window, giving everything  
  outside a spring-like appearance  
  and putting that energy back into  
  our step. 

Spring is particularly welcome this year, after we have 
endured a very frustrating winter of saturated land, with 
water, water everywhere! Nearly 5 months of warm rain, 
cloud and a daily dose of drizzle has meant that we’ve 
been unable to do much in the garden, carry out those 
well-planned countryside projects or even venture out 
on those sodden footpaths.

With the sun, comes some very positive news. Following 
the Inspector’s comments on Cornwall’s Plan, requiring 
greater emphasis on designated landscapes, and Rory
Stewart OBE MP’s recent letter reiterating the 
importance of AONBs, we are now assured of core 
funding, linked to inflation, for the next 4 years.

Such a welcome boost for the AONB and its dedicated 
team! The support of our local authorities and funding 
partners is still crucial to ensure we can deliver all we 
can for our Valley.

Over the years, the Tamar Valley AONB has been 
instrumental in making a huge contribution to the 
Cornwall and West Devon Mining World Heritage Site 
on both sides of the Tamar and Tavy. We will, therefore, 
be encouraging all of our community to join in with 
celebrating the 10th anniversary of World Heritage Site 
status through a number of summer events (see page 3 
for more details). 

Whilst there are only two Tamar Valley AONB 
newsletters produced each year by our dedicated team, 
you will see that the diary is extensive, with a wide 
variety of activities ideal for family outings and also 
those wanting to learn new skills or with specialist 
interests.

May the summer of 2016 be a good one for all our 
readers and loyal supporters. 

As ever Neil  
Cllr. Neil Burden
Chair Tamar Valley AONB Partnership
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Colossal ‘Man 
Engine’ heralds in 
Cornish mining’s 
‘tinth’ year
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In July 2006, ten areas in Cornwall and west Devon, 
including the Tamar Valley, were added to the UNESCO 
list of World Heritage Sites. To celebrate ten years since 
this remarkable achievement, the Cornish Mining World 
Heritage Site Partnership has commissioned an 
ambitious summer-long cultural celebration entitled 
‘Tinth’. Every one of the ten areas of the UK’s 
largest World Heritage Site will host events that focus 
on Cornwall and west Devon’s world changing industrial 
innovations. 

The key commission sees the creation of the ‘Man 
Engine’, an 11 metre high steam-powered giant that 
will stride the length of the Cornish mining landscape 
over the course of two weeks. The towering metal ‘Man 
Engine’ - the largest puppet ever made in Britain - will 
be unveiled in Tavistock on 25 July. It will then cross the 
Tamar at Gunnislake on its way to Kit Hill, accompanied 
by a dozen or more ‘miners’ and ‘bal-maidens’ who will 
animate the steam-powered giant, heaving on coal, 
ensuring that flames roar, and steam belches. From then 
until 6 August, the colossal Man Engine will make its 
journey, walking and crawling through each one of the 
ten World Heritage site mining areas.

Another commission, Picturing The Mines, will see 
nationally renowned print makers and artists, Jesse 
Leroy Smith and Bernard Irwin, working with local 
communities in each of the ten areas to find new ways 
of portraying their mining heritage. They will be inviting 
the public to join them on 26 May at Tavistock Town Hall 
to work on a copperplate print that captures the spirit of 
the Tamar Valley’s mining landscape.

These creative collaborations will result in ten evocative 
etchings of the WHS areas, with a set of limited edition 
prints to create a lasting record of our mining heritage 
offered for sale, and two permanent archive copies in
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Britain’s biggest ever puppet will walk 
the length of the UK’s largest World 
Heritage Site as part of an exciting series 
of inspirational events to celebrate the 
10th anniversary of Cornwall and west 
Devon’s World Heritage status.

Photo: South Caradon Mine – Holman’s Shaft engine 
house © Adam Sharpe

The latest version of the Tinth programme can 
be found on the Cornish Mining WHS website at 
http://www.cornish-mining.org.uk

hand-made boxes embellished with mouldings cast in 
Cornish tin.

A host of Cornish Mining World Heritage locations and 
partners are also set to announce ‘Tinth’ events and 
happenings in the coming months. These include: 

• Tavistock Festival, 15 April – 3 May, which will 
 include three screenings of the critically acclaimed  
 film Tin, based on Edward Bosanketh’s 1888 novel  
 about an attempted bank fraud in the mining 
 industry

• A Celebration of the Tinworking Landscape of 
 Dartmoor in its European Context – a conference  
 running from 6-11 May in Tavistock, which will bring  
 together mining heritage experts from across 
 Europe in a celebration of the diversity of this 
 industrial landscape
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Here, we recreate a flavour of those bygone days, 
as we reproduce sections of text from the original 
article, and take a look back at the Woollcombe’s 
Rumleigh Fruit and Flower Farm at Bere Alston.

The Woollcombe family was one of the leading players 
in the market gardening business, starting its 
horticulture business in 1929 when Major Frank 
Woollcombe bought Rumleigh House with the adjoining 
fields. Between 1939 and 1945 glass was rented out for 
the war effort, and so when Dick Woollcombe took over 
the farm from his father, he began by planting much of 
the ground to apples.

Speaking in the article in The Grower published on May 
7 1960, Mr Woollcombe said: “Growing apples in the 
Tamar Valley is difficult; the problems are not those 
of the main producing areas. Scab and canker are the 
chief difficulties, though a high potash level seems to 
be the key to reducing the latter. Scab is best dealt with 
by fairly resistant varieties supplemented by mercury 
sprays.

Good colour can be achieved by grassing down for 
a certain distance on either side of the tree rows and 
again with high potash.”

Mr Woollcombe declared that he would not plant 
apples again, as he would prefer to concentrate on his 
other crops, which include chrysanthemums, tomatoes 
and freesias. These are centred on his mobile 

With rare access to the 1960s archives of 
the market gardening publication The 
Grower, we catch a glimpse of what life was 
like in the Tamar Valley more than half a 
century ago.

Turning the 
clock back in the 
Tamar Valley 

glasshouses. After careful examination, heated mobiles 
running over two sites, with a central hot-water main 
running between them, seem to give the best return. 

The mobiles are used for three 
or four crops a year. Cropping is arranged so that there 
are protected chrysanthemums from August to 
Christmas and bulbs from mid-December to mid-May. 
Over a two-year period, one house would grow early 
tomatoes followed by freesias, then later tomatoes 
followed by late struck chrysanthemums delayed under 
lights for Christmas.

The freesias are sown in plastic punnets on May 1 and 
stacked in bulb trays in a temperature controlled store 
at 65 degrees F until germinated. The store is put to a 
number of uses. Primarily used for pre-cooling bulbs, it 
also stores apples and conditions flowers.

The article concludes: “Life on a holding such as this 
is hardly an easy one, but Mr Woollcombe looks and 
talks as if he likes it. The soft air and the wonderful view 
across the river help, but first and foremost it is the 
interest he finds in his work which holds 
Mr Woollcombe at Rumleigh.”

Extracts from ‘Apples are 
difficult by the Tamar’ by 
Ronald Webber, which 
appeared in The Grower, 
May 7, 1960 have been 
reproduced with kind 
permission from 
Haymarket.

We would like to take 
this opportunity to send 
our very best wishes to 
Dick Woollcombe as he 
celebrated his 97th birthday 
at the end of February.
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Packing sheds – 
the forgotten legacy of spring 
By Lesley Strong, Project Officer, Tamar Valley AONB

Think back to the halcyon days of the thriving market gardening industry in the 
Tamar Valley and one image that probably won’t spring to mind is that of the 
humble packing shed.

Not all ‘wrinkly tin’ buildings 
are quite what they seem…

Yet, as these ‘wrinkly tin’ and timber structures 
slumber quietly in the landscape, it is worth 
remembering that many of them played a key role in 
the area’s once booming seasonal flower trade.

Such evocative names as Ornatus, Emperor, Empress, 
Maximus, Magnificence and White Lady and the late 
flowering Tamar Double White formed the backbone 
of the spring packing enterprises that flourished within 
the four walls of these buildings.

But packing sheds weren’t only used for bunching 
daffodils. Varieties were forced open in the sheds to 
satisfy the demand for fully open blooms, which was 
fashionable until the 1960s. The buildings were also 
used for drying and storing bulbs and for a wide range 
of other market gardening activities throughout the 
year.  Some of the more substantial packing houses also 
provided accommodation for pickers during the key 
harvesting times. 

Sadly, it’s very easy to overlook these humble buildings 
and many of them are in a perilous state of repair. There 
is no record of the packing sheds and packing houses 
and they face an uncertain future. As they collapse and 
are cleared away they take their precious memories with 
them. 

As part of the Helping Hands for Heritage project we 
have been photographing and mapping these structures 
so that we can raise awareness of the important role 
they play in the heritage of the area and give them the 
recognition they rightly deserve.

Above: Bere Alston Gardening Club shed, formerly 
High Cross experimental station

If you drive through St Ann’s Chapel in the 
direction of Callington, on the left hand side of 
the road, just before the turning to Cotehele, 
there is a structure that can easily be mistaken 
for a packing shed. 

However, this building was once the Church of the 
Good Shepherd, a tin tabernacle, dating from 1914. It 
was last used for a service in September 1983. 

We would love to know more about this building 
that is now over 100 years old. If you have any 
photographs of the building when it was a church or 
any memories of the building, please get in touch. 

For more information contact the AONB team on 
01822 835030 or email: enquiries@tamarvalley.
org.uk
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Tamar Valley landscape dates 
back to Prehistoric times
By Dave Williams, local archaeologist

Although much of the early archaeology in the Tamar Valley has been 
lost to industrial and agricultural activity, the presence of mining has 
often protected the underlying prehistoric landscape.

Prehistory was originally divided into ‘ages’ by C. J. 
Thompson in his guide to the National Museum of 
Copenhagen in 1836. He categorised the prehistoric 
finds in the museum’s collection by the materials from 
which they were made: stone, bronze and iron. 

In Great Britain, the Middle Stone Age or Mesolithic 
broadly extended from 9000 to 4000 BC and the 
population were exclusively hunter gathers. The New 
Stone Age or Neolithic, from about 4000 to 2500 BC, 
is the period defined by the introduction of farming. 
The Bronze Age extended from 2500 to 800 BC and the 
Iron Age from 800 BC to the Romans’ arrival in AD 43. 

People from each of these four periods have all left 
evidence of their presence in the Tamar Valley AONB. 
Yet many early remnants remained hidden until the late 
twentieth century. 

Mesolithic, Neolithic and Bronze Age flint artefacts 
have recently been found during field-walking days 
conducted by volunteers through Tamar Valley AONB 
projects on the Cotehele and Pentillie estates. Neolithic 
and Bronze Age funeral mounds can be found on 
Hingston Down and Kit Hill, including the very important
Neolithic long barrow on the lower eastern slopes that

Right: A Bronze Age 
flint arrowhead found 
by a volunteer during 
a fieldwalking day in 
September 2015.

was only re-discovered 
in 1982 and is one of 
only nine known 
Neolithic burial mounds 
in Cornwall. The Iron Age 
hillfort of Dunterue, one of many in the Devon and 
Cornish landscape, overlooks the Tamar in the north 
of the AONB. 

But, there is still a great deal more to be understood 
about the prehistory of the AONB, particularly in 
researching and surveying early sites where very little 
has been done because of the importance of 
preserving the industrial and mining landscape. 
For example, how many people are aware of the ‘Beaker 
Cist Grave’ discovered in Harrowbarrow? And why has 
the ‘Round’ in Greenscombe Wood never been 
surveyed? In the interests of learning who and what we 
are, we should find opportunities to dig a little deeper 
into our prehistoric past.

Helping Hands for Heritage discovering more about the Neolithic long barrow on Kit Hill in January 2015 following 
vegetation management the previous year.
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Cotehele’s tapestries weave 
a tale of bygone times
Renowned for its arms and armour, pewter, 
brass and old oak furniture, one of the most 
striking features of Cotehele often goes 
unnoticed. 

But, enter The National Trust’s striking Tudor manor 
house, the ancestral home of the Edgcumbe family and 
you are greeted by over 50 antique tapestries that fill 
almost every available space. Their once vibrant colours 
may have been lost to centuries of sunlight, but what 
secrets lie behind the faded weavings?

It is thought that the collection was acquired second-
hand to set up the house in the 18th century as a 
showcase of antiquarian taste. This would explain the 
arbitrary way in which the wall hangings were cut up and 
joined to fit rooms for which they were obviously not 
originally made.

Drawing on themes from classical mythology to history, 
a number of tapestries also portray lush picturesque 
landscapes and pastoral scenes popular in the period. 
The leafy weavings, known as verdures, are full of 
dappled sunshine and make-believe woodland glades, 

evoking a sense of being outdoors and at one with 
nature. 

This idyllic vision of the past certainly befits this ancient 
beautifully preserved house situated deep within the 
wide wooded Tamar river valley. 

You can explore the history and mystery of Cotehele’s 
tapestries for yourself in the ‘Just Hanging’ exhibition, 
which is running throughout 2016.

Open garden scheme raises nearly £20,000 for hospice
Garden owners across the Tamar 
Valley have helped to raise an incredible 
£17,959.27 for St Luke’s Hospice.

The open garden scheme, where local garden owners 
invite the public to view their horticultural handywork, 
has been raising vital funds for end of life patient care 
at the hospice for the last five years. 

Local ambassador for St Luke’s Hospice, Sue Crocker 
has been instrumental in coordinating garden owners 
in the Tamar Valley area for the scheme and has close 
connections with the hospice. 

“We are delighted with the incredible effort and 
dedication of local garden owners and extremely 
grateful to the kind generosity of visitors. We are 
always looking for new gardens or volunteers to help 
out at our open days, and donations of cakes to sell at 
the gardens are always welcome.”

If you are interested in helping in any way with the 
open garden scheme, please call Wayne Marshall, the 
open gardens coordinator on 01752 246594 for more 
information.

Image © John Hammond

Dates for 2016

Sunday 15 May - 
Sandhill House, Gunnislake 
open garden, music and 
local produce 
Sunday 22 May - Calstock 
village garden walkabout
Sunday 19 June - Gunnislake 
village garden walkabout
(New for 2016) Saturday 2 July - 
Harrowbarrow village garden walkabout

We have a further 16 gardens open across east 
Cornwall and west Devon this season. Brochures 
with full details will be available from your local 
garden centre or your nearest St Luke’s Charity 
shop in March.The brochure is also available 
online at www.stlukes-hospice.org.uk/opengar 
dens. We look forward to seeing you at one of our 
garden openings!

Above image: Open Garden at Sandhill House, 
Gunnislake



Sheviock circular route
One year on since its official opening, the 2-mile circular walk in the 
coastal parish of Sheviock has proved to be a great success in 
getting more people walking.

Avoiding the busy B3247, the footpath provides walkers 
with a safe route from Crafthole to Portwrinkle, and an 
opportunity to enjoy stunning views across the south 
east Cornwall countryside and coastline.

The path is divided into distinct sections:
1.  A new length avoiding the B3247, about 1200 yards  
 in length, to a very minor and lightly trafficked lane,  
 Trewrickle Lane - safe for walkers and a very pretty  
 lane with hedgerows that support a wide variety of  
 flowers and ferns. 

2.  After about 800 yards there is access to an existing  
 public right of way, Sanders Lane, leading to 
 Portwrinkle - again a very pretty lane with a wide  
 variety of hedgerow flowers, ferns and shrubs. 

3.  After a further 600 yards at its junction with the 
 B3247 to Downderry, the second new length about  
 1000 yards long provides the route back into 
 Crafthole avoiding the road.

The circular path has been achieved through 
cooperation between the local landowner, the Antony 
Estate and the tenant farmer, who have entered into a 
40-year lease for the path. The fencing and gating for 
the path was provided through funding from Cornwall 
Community Foundation, SITA, the Tamar Valley AONB’s 
Sustainable Development Fund, Bake Sawmill and 
Sheviock Parish Council, together with contributions

from a wide range of individuals who contributed £5 to 
‘sponsor a post’ of the fencing. 

Sheviock Parish Council is looking forward to 
developing more initiatives like this that will improve 
road safety and encourage more people, and 
particularly families, to take exercise, while, at the 
same time, enjoying and learning more about our 
wonderful countryside.

8

To help you make those important first steps, 
here are a couple of suggested walks you might 
like to try...
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At the bottom of the hill beside Old Mill Cottage we 
joined a footpath through a conifer plantation. The 
conifers towered above us but surprisingly it wasn’t dark 
at all. We soon emerged from the woodland and shortly 
afterwards joined part of the Discovery Trail through 
Deer Park Farm. We then reached a field with a herd of 
adorable Highland cattle and I couldn’t resist taking a 
photo as one animal appeared to be posing just for me!

The footpath continued through ancient woodland 
where everyone climbed over a ladder stile before 
arriving back at Luckett Hill. A thoroughly enjoyable walk 
and one I would definitely recommend.

With its attractive white cottages, Luckett nestles at the 
bottom of a very long hill that drops from the heights of 
Kit Hill down to the depths of the River Tamar.

As we gathered beside a small stream at the bottom of 
Luckett Hill, our walk leader, who knows the area well, 
suggested a different route that would use many of the 
quiet lanes. 

After climbing a stile and some steps we found 
ourselves in someone’s garden where everyone 
wandered between the owner’s greenhouse and fruit 
cage before passing two pretty cottages dating to the 
14th century; this was Mugford. Soon we reached 
another quiet lane that we shared with a horse and rider. 
At the top of this hill we arrived at the tiny hamlet of 
Higherland. Walking downhill the wind suddenly got up 
and funnelled its way along the lane with a roar….and
then it stopped just as suddenly as it had begun.

Luckett village 
circular
Jean, a regular walker with the 
Wednesday Walk and Talk group, shares 
a delightful walk around the picturesque 
village of Luckett that takes you off the 
beaten track and brings you face to face 
with some of the area’s wonderful 
scenery and wildlife.

To find out more about our free weekly walks, visit  
http://www.tamarvalley.org.uk/explore/walking/
walkandtalk
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Walk your way to a healthier you...
A daily walk can bring immense benefits, not only 
for your physical health, but for your general 
wellbeing too. 

The Tamar Valley Health Patients’ Group (www.tamar
valleyhealth.co.uk) explains how walking can help to 
reduce your risk of one of the nation’s fastest growing 
diseases, Type 2 diabetes.

Diabetes is a life-long disease that affects the way your 
body handles sugar. Untreated, it can leave you feeling 
tired all the time, thirsty, blur your vision and have a 
long-term impact on your heart, kidneys, nerves and 
eyes. It’s estimated that more than 1 in 16 people in the 
UK has diabetes and this figure is rising rapidly.

While Type 1 diabetes affects approximately 10% of

adults, attacking the body’s immune system and 
destroying the body’s ability to produce insulin, Type 
2 diabetes can be prevented in up to 80% of cases by 
simple lifestyle changes. Just 30 minutes of moderate 
exercise each day can make a real difference. Find 
something you enjoy doing and build it into your daily 
routine. 

Every Monday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings, 
there are free walking groups to join in the Tamar 
Valley area. Choose from the gentle paced ‘Walking for 
Health’ or step it up a little and join the ‘Walk & Talk’ 
groups. Full details can be found at www.tamarvalley.
org.uk/explore/walking. 

Eating healthily, losing weight and stopping smoking 
can also help to prevent Type 2 diabetes.



events
Encouraging you to explore & discover your AONB

Saturday 16th, 10am – 4pm
Crocadon Farm’s Producer Market
A mixed market of quality food, art, 
craft and plants direct from the growers 
and makers of Devon & Cornwall.
Venue: Crocadon Farm, St Mellion
Information: 01579 350096

Saturday 16th – Sunday 17th, 
10:20am – 4:30pm
The Stylish Lifestyle Show
A diverse range of stalls, demonstrations 
and workshops, including woodturning, 
blacksmiths, home interiors, music and 
entertainment.
Venue & Organiser: Pentillie Castle & 
Estate, St Mellion, PL12 6QD
Booking/information: 01579 350044, 
www.pentillie.co.uk

32 dates between Friday 29th April 
and Friday 9th September
Nancy Belle river trips
Board the Nancy Belle and head up 
river under the Calstock viaduct to learn 
about the Tamar Valley. 
Notes: 2-hour journey
Cost: £15
Organiser: National Trust’s Cotehele
Booking: essential - 01579 351346 

Saturday 30th, 10am – 12noon
Hedgerow Foraging
If you’d like to learn which leaf to eat, 
come along and discover with others.  
You’ll learn a little medicine, a little 
folklore and lots of general foraging 
with some easy to identify edibles as 
well as some to avoid, even if they 
are edible!  
Cost: £15 per person

Venue: Lopwell Dam
Information: www.wildernesswoman.
wix.com/jacky, or tel: 07516 269656 
(Jacky Pearce)

Saturday 30th, 7:30pm
The Royal Dockyard Schools
History Group member Ken Allen CBE 
FIEE , who was a dockyard apprentice, 
will tell us about the history of the 
Dockyard schools which provided 
training for many and continued for 
over 100 years, beginning in 1840. 
Cost: members £1, visitors £2. All 
welcome.
Venue: Tamar Valley Methodist Church, 
Albaston 
Organiser: Calstock Parish Local 
History Group
Information: Lorna Potter 
01579 350776

 APRIL 2016

Daily until end of 2016 (except 25-26 
December), 11am – 4pm
First World War: On the Home Front
Year three of Cotehele’s First World War 
exhibition featuring photos, trench art 
and personal items loaned from 
members of the local community. 
Cost: Normal admission charges apply
Venue & Organiser: National Trust’s 
Cotehele, St Dominick
Information: 01579 351346

Thursday 14th, 2pm – 4:30pm
Guided Garden Tour
Visitors will be shown around the 
Pentillie estate by a member of the 
Coryton family who will reveal a great 
deal about the history, the secrets and 
the scandals. 
Cost: £16.50 per person, including tea 
& cake
Venue & Organiser: Pentillie Castle & 
Estate, St Mellion, PL12 6QD
Booking/information: 01579 350044, 
www.pentillie.co.uk

Friday 15th – Tuesday 3rd May
Tavistock Music & Arts Festival
Nineteen days of music, art and literary 
events in Devon’s award-winning market 
town. As part of the Festival, another 
chance to view the entries from last 
year’s Hidden Valley photographic 
competition (18th – 29th April, 10am 
– 4pm weekdays, Tamar Valley Centre)
Information: www.tavistockmusic.co.uk, 
01822 611166

Here’s a selection of guided walks and events for 
you to enjoy throughout the Tamar Valley. New 
events and guided walks are added regularly to our 
online Events Calendar. Visit www.tamarvalley.org.
uk and follow the link for your up-to-date guide.
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 MAY 2016

Sunday 1st, 10am – 3pm
Crocadon Farm’s Brocante
A great mix of antiques, vintage, retro, 
art, bric-a-brac, collectables, jewellery 
and much more.
Venue: Crocadon Farm, St Mellion
Information: 01579 350096

Sunday 1st
Woodland Riders Downhill Race 
– Round 4
First race begins at 12noon
Cost: £25 per entry, through British 
Cycling website
Venue: Tavistock Woodlands Estate
Information & Organiser: www.wood 
landriders-racing.co.uk

Monday 2nd, 12noon – 4pm
Garden Open Day
Explore the gardens of Pentillie estate.
Cost: £6 per person, free entry for 
children aged 12 years and under.
Venue & Organiser: Pentillie Castle & 
Estate, St Mellion, PL12 6QD
Booking/information: 01579 350044, 
www.pentillie.co.uk
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Wednesday 4th, 11am
Friends of the Tamar Valley – visit to 
Morwenstow
A visit to Morwenstow to see Reverend 
Hawker’s Hut and Vicarage.
Meet: Morwenstow (SS205153) at 
10:30am for optional coffee at the 
Rectory Tea Rooms. Call for more 
details.
Information: 01822 834964, janekielyin 
tamarvalley@uwclub.net 
Organiser: Friends of the Tamar Valley

Friday 6th, 7:30pm
Friends of the Tamar Valley Talk 
Cynthia Gaskell-Brown - Mount 
Edgcumbe and the Hamoaze through 
the Artist’s Eye.
Venue: Tamar Valley Centre, 
Drakewalls, PL18 9FE
Information: 01822 834964, janekielyin 
tamarvalley@uwclub.net 
Organiser: Friends of the Tamar Valley

Saturday 7th
Carpenters Market
Monthly Farmers Market at The 
Carpenters Arms, plus hearty breakfasts 
and pancakes served, made fresh to 
order.
Venue: Carpenters Arms, Metherell, nr 
Harrowbarrow
Organiser: Tamar Grow Local & 
Carpenters Arms
Information: 01579 208412

Saturday 7th, 10am – 12noon
Children In Nature
Each event usually has at least 
3 activities, such as a sensory scavenger 
hunt, wild art or story stones.  Activities 
vary but all of them encourage children 
to explore and learn while having fun.  
All children must be accompanied by 
an adult.
Cost: £15 per child
Venue: Lopwell Dam
Information: www.wildernesswoman.
wix.com/jacky, or tel: 07516 269656 
(Jacky Pearce)

Saturday 7th, 10am
Spring Birds with Peter Kent
A chance to learn what birds are on the 
reserve at this time of year.
Notes: Bring binoculars, camera and 
wear suitable clothing and footwear. 2-3 
hours. Sorry no dogs.
Cost: Free for members, £1 for CWT 
members,  £2 for non-members.
Meet: Cecil Arms by St Stephen’s 
Church, Saltash (SX417583, PL12 4AR)
Information: 01752 843852 (Mary)
Organiser: Friends of Churchtown Farm 
Community Nature Reserve

Saturday 7th
Port Eliot Dog Festival & 
Whippet Tea Party
Dog Festival to raise funds for 
Children’s Hospice South West’s 
Precious Lives Appeal. Plus stalls, 
cream teas, treasure hunt and 
musical entertainment.
Cost: £4 adult, children under 11 
free, £2 per class entry to dog show.
Venue & Organiser: Port Eliot 
House & Gardens, St Germans, PL12 
5ND
Information: 01503 230211, info@
porteliot.co.uk

Sunday 8th, 10am – 5pm
May Folk Sunday
Come and join in the May celebrations 
with local musicians Geoff Lakeman, 
Dartmoor Bill, Mariners Away, and 
more. Plus dancing from Lodestone 
Border Morris Dancers & Musicians.
Venue & Organiser: Morwellham 
Quay
Information: 01822 832766, www.
morwellham-quay.co.uk 

Wednesday 11th, 11am – 4pm
Hotel Endsleigh Gardens Open Day
In aid of Milton Abbot Church for 
much needed maintenance of this 
lovely building. Come along and 
explore this wonderful garden.  One 
of the most complete Humphry 
Repton gardens in the country.  Also 
quality craft stalls and super raffle.  
Pre-booked lunches available in the 
hotel.  
Cost: Adults £5, Children free (to 
include tea/coffee and biscuits)
Venue: Hotel Endsleigh, Milton 
Abbot, PL19 0PQ
Information & Organiser:  
pat.lovell62@gmail.com

Wednesday 11th, 1pm-2:30pm
Spring guided walks
Join our ranger as he takes you off 
the beaten track to discover the 
sights and smells of spring around 
the Buckland Abbey estate. 
Cost: Normal admission charges 
apply.
Meet: Ox Yard, National Trust’s 
Buckland Abbey, Yelverton. 
Information: 01822 853607

Thursday 12th, 2pm
Guided Garden Tour
See 14th April for details

Friday 13th – Saturday 14th, 
7:30pm – 10:30pm
Museums at Night
Come and join us for a night lit by 
candlelight and filled with music,

taking you back to a time before 
electricity when the Lords & Ladies 
would hold lavish banquets and dances. 
Cost: £8 adults, £4 children, 
£7 concessions
Venue & Organiser: Port Eliot House 
& Gardens, St Germans, PL12 5ND
Information: 01503 230211, 
info@porteliot.co.uk

Sunday 15th, 1pm start
Spring guided walks
See Wed 11th for details

Saturday 21st, 10am-4pm
Crocadon Farm’s Producer Fair
See 16th April for details

Sunday 22nd, 10:15am – 3:15pm
Exploring the Tavy & Tamar Rivers
A 10-mile walk led by Paul Rendell, 
covering Bere Alston, River Tamar, Bere 
Ferrers, Thorn Point, Weir Quay and 
South Ward Farm.
Cost: £10 per person
Meet: Bere Alston Railway Station 
(SX441675)
Booking: essential - 01837 54727, 
paul.dartmoor@virgin.net 

Sunday 22nd, 10am – 12noon
Hedgerow Foraging
See 30th April for details

Sunday 22nd, 12noon – 4pm
Garden Open Day
See 2nd May for details

Wednesday 25th, 1pm start
Spring guided walks
See Wed 11th for details

Saturday 28th – Monday 29th, 
10.30am-5pm
Whittle and Burn
Adventure down Cot Lane to whittle 
yourself a spoon and to learn the art of 
creating charcoal with our rangers. 
Cost: Normal admission charges apply.
Venue/Organiser: National Trust’s 
Buckland Abbey, Yelverton
Information: 01822 853607

Saturday 28th, 7pm
Cotehele Deer Park Walk
In 1515, Henry VIII granted a licence to 
Sir Piers Edgcumbe for a deer park at 
Cotehele. Stephen Docksey will point 
out some of its features. No dogs. 
Notes: please wear sturdy footwear 
and dress for the weather.
Meet: outside reception, Cotehele 
House, near St Dominick
Organiser: Calstock Parish Local 
History Group
Information: Stephen Docksey, 
01822 834454

11
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this May Half term with the Naturemake 
team. Transform the foraged natural 
materials provided into wonderful 
creations to take home with you! 
Cost: Normal admission plus activity 
charge (£3+)
Venue/Organiser: National Trust’s 
Buckland Abbey, Yelverton
Information: 01822 853607

Saturday 4th
Carpenters Market
See 7th May for details

Saturday 4th, 10am – 12noon
Dowsing – not just for water!
We’ll be finding more than just water; 
I will teach you the questions to ask so 
you can even find your car again after 
walking on the moors.  Bring a metal 
coat hanger, plastic coated is fine, and 
I will cut and shape it into dowsing rods 
for you.  If you already have dowsing 
rods or crystals, they are welcome too.
Cost: £15 per person
Venue: Lopwell Dam
Information: www.wildernesswoman.
wix.com/jacky, or tel: 07516 269656 
(Jacky Pearce)

Saturday 4th – Sunday 5th, 
10am – 5pm
Coombe Trenchard Home 
& Garden Show
Set in the beautiful gardens of this 
lovely Edwardian Arts & Crafts House, 
this show will bring together ideas for 
both Home & Gardens with producers 
and makers from throughout the South 
West. New for 2016: Food & drink 
marquee, Pimms & beer tent.
Cost: garden admission £5, under 14s 
free. Dogs on leads welcome (raising 
funds for Childrens’ Hospice South 
West.)
Venue: Coombe Trenchard, Lewdown, 
nr Okehampton
Information: 01566 783179

Monday 6th, 11am – 2pm
Volunteer Recruitment Day
Have you ever thought about 
volunteering at Buckland Abbey? 
Volunteering can be a very rewarding 
experience and a way to learn new 
skills and make friends. Come for a 
chat, meet the team, enjoy some tea 
and cake and find out how we can work 
together in the future.
Venue/Organiser: National Trust’s 
Buckland Abbey, Yelverton
Information: 01822 853607

Saturday 11th, 10:30am
Wild flowers with Ian Benallick
Identify the early summer flowers on the 
reserve.
Notes: Bring binoculars, camera and 
wear suitable clothing and footwear. 2-3 
hours. Sorry no dogs.
Cost: Free for members, £1 for CWT 
members,  £2 for non-members.
Meet: Cecil Arms by St Stephen’s 
Church, Saltash (SX417583, PL12 4AR)
Information: 01752 843852 (Mary)
Organiser: Friends of Churchtown 
Farm Community Nature Reserve

Saturday 11th – Sunday 12th
Crocadon Farm’s Mind, Body 
& Spirit Fair
For the 3rd year running, Aromaware’s 
is hosting two days of relaxing therapies, 
psychic and clairvoyant reading. Holistic 
and craft stalls, indoor café, outside 
vegetarian and vegan food.
Venue: Crocadon Farm, St Mellion
Information: 01752 605816 (Elaine)

Saturday 18th, 10am – 12noon
Children in Nature
See 7th May for details

Saturday 18th, 10am-4pm
Crocadon Farm’s Producer Fair
See 16th April for details

Saturday 18th, 7pm
The Ward and Chowen Archive
Daniel Ward founded the Tavistock-
based firm of land agents, Ward and 
Chowen, in the 1840s. Neil Woolcock, 
owner of the archive has asked  
Tavistock and District Local History 
Society to scan and digitize the archive 
so that the images will be available 
for research. Within the archive are a 
number of items of interest to Calstock 
historians. 
Meet: back door in Garden Lane, near 
the church, Tavistock. 
Organiser: Calstock Parish Local 
History Group
Information: Stephen Docksey 
01822 834454

Saturday 18th - Sunday 19th, 
10.30am-4.30pm
All Things Vintage & Lovely
We welcome the return of Miss Ivy 
Events and her vintage fair. Step back 
in time with over 60 vintage and artisan 
exhibitors, live music, catwalk, classic 
and military cars from the Military 
Vehicle Trust, refreshments and more. 
Cost: NT members £3, non-members 
£4, under 17s free   
Venue & Organiser: National Trust’s 
Cotehele, St Dominick
Information: 01579 351346

Sunday 29th – Sunday 5th June, 
11am – 6pm
Mary Martin’s Art Exhibition
An exhibition not to be missed, with 85 
new paintings of the Tamar Valley. 
Venue: West Brendon, St Dominic (PL12 
6TB) – parking in field behind house, 
please bring slippers if wet.
Information: www.marymartin.co or 
tel: 01579 350696

Monday 30th - Friday 3rd June, 
12.30pm-3pm
May half-term fun
Have fun outdoors. On Mondays 
discover what’s in a pond, Tuesdays 
make paper, Wednesdays and Fridays, 
create some wild art and Thursdays 
make quoits out of rope. 
Cost: Normal admission charges apply
Venue & Organiser: National Trust’s 
Cotehele, St Dominick
Information: 01579 351346

  JUNE 2016

Wednesday, 1st, 11am – 4pm
Family felt
Join local artist Claire Packer for her fun, 
family-friendly felting workshop. 
Cost: Normal admission plus £3 per 
person.
Venue/Organiser: National Trust’s 
Buckland Abbey, Yelverton
Information: 01822 853607

Thursday 2nd, 11am – 4pm
Family rag-rugging
Discover the art of rag-rugging with local 
artist Deborah Hastings. No need to 
book, drop-in when you can. 
Cost: Normal admission plus activity 
charge (£2+).
Venue/Organiser: National Trust’s 
Buckland Abbey, Yelverton
Information: 01822 853607

Friday 3rd, 10:30am – 11:45am
Early-bird Naturemake
Eager to get creative? Join the 
Naturemake team for an early-bird 
workshop creating wonderful fairytale 
inspired sculptures, from dragons and 
maidens, woodland fortresses to 
enchanted pixie gardens. 
Cost: Normal admission plus £12 per 
person. 
Venue/Organiser: National Trust’s 
Buckland Abbey, Yelverton
Booking: essential 0844 249 1895

Friday 3rd – Sunday 5th, 
12noon – 4pm
Springtime Naturemake
Come and join in the magic of making
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Saturday 18th – Sunday 19th
Girls@Gawton Weekend
Ride some of the best downhill trails in 
the South West. A challenge to all abilities.
Cost: £45 per rider (includes camping 
Friday & Saturday night, uplift, 
coaching, pilets/yoga)
Venue: Gawton Gravity Hub
Information & Organiser: www.gaw 
tongravityhub.co.uk (click on Facebook)

Saturday 18th - Sunday 30 October, 
11am-5pm
Through the Looking Glass in 
Cotehele Gallery
Exhibition featuring painter Michael 
Hill, metal artist Spencer Larcombe and 
glassware artist Ed Burke. 
Cost: Normal admission charges apply 
Venue & Organiser: National Trust’s 
Cotehele, St Dominick
Information: 01579 351346

Sunday 19th, 10am – 12noon
Hedgerow Foraging
See 30th April for details

Thursday 23rd, 8:30pm
Midsummer Eve Bonfire
Refreshments, music, Cornish Dancing, 
community singing. Traditional ceremony 
at 10pm in Cornish and English. 
Meet: Kit Hill summit
Information: 01579 370344 (Keith Shaw)

  JULY 2016

Saturday 2nd
Carpenters Market
See 7th May for details

Saturday 2nd
Tamar Valley Discovery Trail Challenge
Challenge yourselves to walk the 
Cornwall side of the Discovery Trail, 
while raising money for CHICKS.
Information & Organiser: Tamar 
Valley AONB - 01822 835030, 
enquiries@tamarvalley.org.uk

Saturday 2nd – Sunday 3rd, 
10am – 5:30pm
Cornwall & West Devon Mining 
Landscape World Heritage Tenth 
Anniversary Celebrations
Remember the men and women who 
lived and worked in this historic local 
mining landscape and copper port. 
With musical entertainment.
Venue & Organiser: Morwellham Quay
Information: 01822 832766, 
www.morwellham-quay.co.uk

Sunday 3rd, 10am – 3pm
Crocadon Farm’s Brocante
See 1st May for details

9th and 17th
Intermediate Bee-keeping Course
A predominantly practical-based 
course, taught by working bee-keepers 
in the Tamar Valley.
Cost: £90 for the two-day course.
Location: Callington
Organiser: Tamar Grow Local
Information: 01579 208412, 
rachaelforster@tamargrowlocal.org

Saturday 16th, 10am – 4pm
Churchtown Farm Open/Craft Day
Country crafts and stalls
Notes: Dogs on leads please.
Venue: Churchtown Farm Community 
Nature reserve (Wearde Road entrance, 
SX421583, PL12 4AS)
Information: 01752 843852 (Mary)
Organiser: Friends of Churchtown Farm 
Community Nature Reserve

Saturday 16th, 10am-4pm
Crocadon Farm’s Producer Fair
See 16th April for details

17th, 24th and 31st
Bee-keeping for Beginners
A predominantly practical-based 
course, taught by working bee-keepers 
in the Tamar Valley.
Cost: £90 for the three-day course.
Location: Plymouth
Organiser: Tamar Grow Local
Information: 01579 208412, 
rachaelforster@tamargrowlocal.org

Monday 18th, 11am-4pm
Cotehele unlocked
Explore areas usually closed to visitors 
and meet the staff and volunteers who 
care for Cotehele. Cost: Normal 
admission charges apply
Venue & Organiser: National Trust’s 
Cotehele, St Dominick
Information: 01579 351346

Mondays 18th - Saturday 23rd, 10am-
4pm weekdays, 10am-5pm Saturday
Art Exhibition during 
Gunnislake Festival
Mixed media exhibition from local artists
Venue: Tamar Valley Centre, 
Drakewalls, PL18 9FE

Friday 22nd – Sunday 24th, 
10am – late
Beer & Music Festival
With camping on Friday & Saturday 
nights, supported by local bands 
(including Fallen Cedars, John & Carol 
Butson and Geoff Lakeman) and local 
ales.
Venue & Organiser: Morwellham Quay
Information: 01822 832766, 
www.morwellham-quay.co.uk

Saturday 23rd – Monday 29th 
August, 10.30am-4.30pm
Medieval Beast Trail
Medieval beasties are waiting to be 
discovered around the Buckland Abbey 
estate. Will you be able to find them 
all on this fun family-friendly walk? 
Cost: Normal admission plus 
£1 per trail.
Venue/Organiser: National Trust’s 
Buckland Abbey, Yelverton
Information: 01822 853607

Sunday 24th, time tbc
Roald Dahl’s Danny the Champion 
of the World Outdoor Theatre
The old tennis lawn at Pentillie Castle 
will provide the stage for Illyria’s 
performance of one of Roald Dahl’s 
classics.
Venue & Organiser: Pentillie Castle & 
Estate, St Mellion, PL12 6QD
Booking/information: 01579 350044, 
www.pentillie.co.uk

Wednesday, 27th – Sunday 31st
Drawn to the Valley Art Exhibition
Venue: Tavistock Town Hall
Organiser: Drawn to the Valley
Information: admin@drawntothevalley.
co.uk or 07808 813492

Wednesday 27th July, 11am – 4pm 
Family felt
see 1st June for details

Thursday 28th, 10:30am – 11:45am
Early-bird Naturemake
See 3rd June for details

Thursday 28th – Friday 29th, 
12 noon – 4pm
Summertime Naturemake
Inspired by the adventures of Sir Francis 
Drake we’ve search far and wide across 
the seas for intriguing, beautiful and 
inspiring natural treasures – ready to be 
transformed by you into mystical tribal 
islands, tropical boats, exotic creates 
and more. 
Cost: Normal admission plus activity 
charge (£3+)
Venue/Organiser: National Trust’s 
Buckland Abbey, Yelverton
Information: 01822 853607

Thursday 28th – Sunday 31st
Port Eliot Festival
Magical combination of books, food, 
music, art, comedy, fashion, films, 
flowers, wildlife and water.
Venue & Organiser: Port Eliot House & 
Gardens, St Germans, PL12 5ND
Information: 01503 230211, 
info@porteliot.co.uk
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Saturday 30th, 10am – 12noon
Hedgerow Foraging
See 30th April for details

Saturday 30th, from 12 noon
Latchley, Chilsworthy & 
Cox Park Show
Marquee with local exhibits. Dog Show, 
Pony Show, Vintage Vehicles, Childrens’ 
Sports and Entertainment.  Bar, hot 
snacks & cream teas.
Venue: Showfield at Greenhill, Delaware 
Road, Gunnislake.
Information: Rita, Show Secretary on 
01822 834123 or Trade Stand enquiries 
to Alan on 01822 834315.

Sunday 31st, 10am – 12noon
Children in Nature
See 7th May for details

  AUGUST 2016

Monday 1st – Friday 2 September, 
12.30pm-3.00pm
Family summer fun
Come along to make paper, catch-cup 
games, wild art and swords & shields – a 
different activity each day. 
Cost: Normal admission charges apply, 
donations welcome.
Venue & Organiser: National Trust’s 
Cotehele, St Dominick
Information: 01579 351346

Wednesday 3rd,  11am – 4pm
Family felt
See 1st June for details

Wednesday 3rd, 7:30pm
Much Ado About Nothing, 
Outdoor Theatre
The old tennis lawn at Pentillie Castle 
will provide the stage for The Lord 
Chamberlain’s Men and their 
performance of Much Ado About 
Nothing.
Venue & Organiser: Pentillie Castle & 
Estate, St Mellion, PL12 6QD
Booking/information: 01579 350044, 
www.pentillie.co.uk

Saturday 6th – Sunday 7th, 
10:30am – 5pm
Whittle and Burn
See 28th May for details

Saturday 6th
Carpenters Market
See 7th May for details

Wednesday 10th,  11am – 4pm
Family felt
See 1st June for details

Friday 12th, 7pm
Visit to Lowertown Farm, Latchley
A visit to Lowertown Farm in Latchley, 
which has been farmed by the same 
family for several generations. Please 
see www.calstockhistory.org.uk for
details nearer the date.
Organiser: Calstock Parish Local 
History Group
Information: Lorna Potter 
01579 350776

Saturday 13th, 10am – 12noon
Dowsing – not just for water!
See 4th June for details

Saturday 13th – Sunday 14th, 
10am – late
160th anniversary of Queen 
Victoria’s Visit
Come and join us to watch Queen 
Victoria arrive on the morning of the 
13th and tour the port. Put on your 
best Victorian costume of borrow ours 
to look wonderful for this glorious 
occasion. Two days of celebrations 
with music and camping on Friday and 
Saturday nights.
Venue & Organiser: Morwellham Quay
Information: 01822 832766, 
www.morwellham-quay.co.uk

Saturday 13th, 1:30pm
Butterflies with Lee
Identify butterflies & moths on the 
reserve.
Notes: Bring binoculars, camera and 
wear suitable clothing and footwear. 
2-3 hours. Sorry no dogs.
Cost: Free for members, £1 for CWT 
members,  £2 for non-members.
Meet: Cecil Arms by St Stephen’s 
Church, Saltash (SX417583, PL12 4AR)
Information: 01752 843852 (Mary)
Organiser: Friends of Churchtown 
Farm Community Nature Reserve

Sunday 14th, 9:30am – 2:30pm
Mines and River Tamar 
A 9-mile linear walk led by Paul Rendell, 
covering Wheal Maria, Devon Great 
Consols, Morwell Rock, New Quay and 
Sheepridge.
Cost: £10 per person
Meet: Sheepridge, nr Morwellham. 
Roadside parking. Taking some cars to 
Wheal Maria (Horsebridge) SX451703. 
Booking: essential - 01837 54727, paul.
dartmoor@virgin.net 

Tuesday 16th, 6:30pm
Sense & Sensibility, Outdoor Theatre
The old tennis lawn at Pentillie Castle 
will provide the stage for Chapter-
house’s performace pf Jane Austen’s 
‘Sense & Sensibility’

Venue & Organiser: Pentillie Castle & 
Estate, St Mellion, PL12 6QD
Booking/information: 01579 350044, 
www.pentillie.co.uk 

Wednesday 17th, 11am – 4pm
Family felt
See 1st June for details 

Saturday 20th, 10am-4pm
Crocadon Farm’s Producer Fair
See 16th April for details

Sunday 21st, 10am – 12noon
Children in Nature
See 7th May for details

Wednesday 24th, 11am-4pm
Family felt
see 1st June for details

Saturday 27th, 10am – 12noon
Hedgerow Foraging
See 30th April for details

Saturday 27th – Sunday 29th, 
10:30am – 5pm
Medieval Weekend
Discover what life was like during the 
Middle Ages as the Medieval Free 
Company set up camp outside our 
Great Barn. 
Cost: Normal admission charges apply.
Venue/Organiser: National Trust’s 
Buckland Abbey, Yelverton
Information: 01822 853607

Saturday 27th – 
Sunday 4th September
Drawn to the Valley Open Studios
A variety of workshops and venues 
around the Tamar Valley. Pick up your 
free directory for full details.
Organiser: Drawn to the Valley
Information: admin@drawntothevalley.
co.uk or 07808 813492

  SEPTEMBER 2016

Monday 1st – Friday 2nd September, 
12.30pm-3.00pm
Family summer fun
Come along to make paper, catch-cup 
games, wild art and swords & shields 
– a different activity each day. 
Cost: Normal admission charges apply, 
donations welcome.
Venue & Organiser: National Trust’s 
Cotehele, St Dominick
Information: 01579 351346

Saturday 3rd
Carpenters Market
See 7th May for details
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Sunday 4th, 10am – 3pm
Crocadon Farm’s Brocante
See 1st May for details

Saturday 10th, 11am-4pm
Heritage Open Day
Join us on this free entry day and 
discover how we look after Cotehele.
Venue & Organiser: National Trust’s 
Cotehele, St Dominick
Information: 01579 351346

Saturday 17th, 10am – 12noon
Fungi & Hedgerow Foraging
See 30th April for details

Saturday 17th, 10am-4pm
Crocadon Farm’s Producer Fair
See 16th April for details

Saturday 17th, 11:30am
Foraging & Cooking Soup on 
the Beach
Andy Pearson and Alison Lewis will 
lead a walk through the reserve to the 
beach, looking at edible plants. On the 
beach they will cook soup that they had 
prepared earlier for all to try.
Notes: please wear suitable clothing 
and footwear. Bring a mug and spoon. 
2-3 hours. 
Cost: please call for details.
Meet: Cecil Arms by St Stephen’s 
Church, Saltash (SX417583, PL12 4AR)
Information: 01752 843852 (Mary)
Organiser: Friends of Churchtown Farm 
Community Nature Reserve

Saturday 17th – Sunday 18th, 
10am – late
Vintage, Folk and Miniature 
Steam Festival
Glorying in everything vintage, from 
tractors and steam engines to arts 
and crafts, with camping and music on 
Friday & Saturday nights.
Venue & Organiser: Morwellham Quay
Information: 01822 832766, 
www.morwellham-quay.co.uk

Saturday 17th – Sunday 18th, 
11am – 5pm
The Elizabethan Festival
Step back to the Elizabethan era as 
falconers, costumed characters, 
archers and musicians take over 
Buckland Abbey. 
Cost: Normal admission charges apply.
Venue/Organiser: National Trust’s 
Buckland Abbey, Yelverton
Information: 01822 853607

Saturday 24th, 7:30pm
The Romans
Following a short AGM, Rev Chris 
Painter, our local priest in charge will 
talk to us about the Romans in Britain. 
For final details please see www.
calstockhistory.org.uk  nearer the date. 
Venue: Tamar Valley Methodist Church, 
Albaston
Organiser: Calstock Parish Local 
History Group
Information: Lorna Potter 
01579 350776

Saturday 24th - Sunday 25th, 
10.30am-4.30pm
The Great British Country event
Come along for Cotehele’s annual 
apple day this year combined with a 
lively vintage fair from Miss Ivy Events. 
The Victorian cider press will be in 
action plus artisan stalls, live music, 
traditional games, food and more. 
Cost: NT members £3, non-members 
£4, under 17s free
Venue & Organiser: National Trust’s 
Cotehele, St Dominick
Information: 01579 351346

Sunday 25th, 11am-4pm
Family rag-rugging
See 2nd June for detail

Tamar Community Trust Working Parties

Sunday 17th April – Wacker Quay

Tuesday 26th April – Tamar Trails

Tuesday 3rd May – Tamar Trails

Saturday 14th May – Cleave 

Woods

Saturday 21st May – Tamar Trails

Sunday 29th May – Mine Sites (tbc)

Tuesday 7th June – Tamar Trails

Sunday 12th June – Wacker Quay

Saturday 25th June – Tamar Trails

Tuesday 28th June – Mine Sites (tbc)

Further details: Dave Readman, 

Tamar Community Trust, 

07410 411440.

Local Train Times

Tamar Valley Line – 
Gunnislake to Plymouth

For timetable information please call 
National Rail Enquiries on 03457 48 49 50 
or visit http://greatscenicrailways.co.uk/
lines/tamar-valley-line/

Local Bus Times
For bus times, please call Traveline on 0871 200 22 33, visit 
traveline.info or https://www.plymouthbus.co.uk/timetables/
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Helping Hands 
for Heritage: 
A celebration in pictures
Thank you to everyone – volunteers, partners and 
experts – for supporting our ‘Helping Hands for 
Heritage’ project and making it such an 
overwhelming success. 

July 2014: Brentor and Mary Tavy Scouts 
give a helping hand on the Tamar Trails.

With a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund and match funding from 
a range of partners, we have been able to run a range of training 
sessions and events over the past couple of years, involving and 
engaging with hundreds of local people.

As a result, we have created a trained volunteer task force, who are 
keen to continue to keep an eye on the treasured heritage of the 
Tamar Valley AONB after the project ends in May 2016. We are also 
delighted that several volunteers will be using their skills to volunteer 
for other organisations, including Cornwall Archaeological Society 
and the Westcountry Rivers Trust. 

Let’s take a look back at some highlights from the last 22 months. 

August 2014: Crapstone residents take a closer look at their village to 
help inform the Buckland Monachorum Parish Neighbourhood Plan.

Above: May 2014: Project launch at the 
Tamar Valley Centre

2014

June 2014: Discovery day at Drakewalls 
Mine with Colin Buck.
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December 2014: The first ‘Heritage Watch’ discovery day at Horsebridge 
and Kit Hill, led by volunteer Dave Williams.

November 2014: Woodland management and tree ID 
at Cleave Woods.

January 2015: Using the ‘Rate my View’ app during a 
landscape change workshop around Calstock Parish, 
with Plymouth University.

Below, February 2015: ‘Heritage 
Watch’ discovery day at 
Cadsonbury Hill Fort and 
Holmbush Mine, with Iain Rowe 
and Colin Buck.

September 2014: Ancient Tree Survey 
training day at Antony House with 
Tim Kellett, Ancient Tree verifier for 
Cornwall.

2014

October 2014: ‘Hands on Heritage’ volunteers at the 
military railway at Wacker Quay.

2015
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March 2015: ‘A liking for lichen’ Lichen ID day at 
Cotehele House, with Dr David Hill.

May 2015: BioBlitz on the Pentillie estate (photo 
J. Croft). 

June 2015: Bee and butterfly day at Greenscombe 
Woods, with Butterfly Conservation.

August 2015: Geophysics at Dunterton, with GeoFlo.

July 2015: A walk at Wacker Quay, led by Colin Buck, 
as part of the Festival of British Archaeology 2015.

August 2015: The Tamar Valley AONB celebrated 20 
years of being designated as a nationally protected 
landscape. We celebrated with a series of walks led by 
HH4H volunteers, and a big bash on 30 August.

April 2015: Woodland plant ID and 
survey practice with trained volunteers 
at Cleave Wood.

2015
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December 2015: Winning image from our ‘200 Years: 
20 Places’ photography competition (photo P. Mace).

January 2016: A day in Cleave Woods.

Above, ‘Up the Creek’, a walk from Lopwell Dam to 
Blaxton Quay.

Inset above, September 2015: Our second 
archaeological fieldwalking day, held on the Pentillie 
estate, unearthed a flint Bronze Age 
arrowhead! 

We will be spending the spring analysing the success 
of the project, and there will still be activities to get 
involved in. Check the events calendar www.tamar 
valley.org.uk/hh4h for details of confirmed events. 
We hope that you all will be able to join us for a 
special celebration to mark the end of the project. 

Although the project officially ends in May, there will 
still be plenty of opportunities to volunteer for the 
Tamar Valley AONB. The ’Trailmakers’ days at the 
Tamar Trails will continue through the Tamar 
Community Trust, and we will be looking for 
volunteers to help us throughout the summer at the 
Tamar Valley Centre. We also hope to offer a lot, lot 
more – so watch this space! 

October 2015: A workshop on ash dieback disease and 
how to ‘tag’ ash trees as part of the Living Ash Project 
held at Antony House.

November 2015: Getting (very!) muddy digging 
archaeological test pits at Calstock Primary School with 
Chris Smart (photo C. Smart).

2015

2016
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The latest news from Tamar Grow Local 

Tamar Valley Food Hub is an online shop that brings 
together the best of Tamar Valley produce in one 
place. 

Set up three years ago, it has worked with over 60 
local farmers, growers and producers, and is going from 
strength to strength. This unique enterprise is a zero 
waste, not-for-profit system that gives small producers 
control of their sales, an online shop front with no start up 
costs, help with distribution to individual customers
across the valley and in Plymouth, and payment of 85%

of the retail price. The remaining 15% goes towards 
administration and delivery. 

Fresh fruit and vegetables are picked fresh to order on 
Friday mornings, meaning produce arrives with 
customers just a few hours after picking. There are no 
minimum order requirements, orders just need to be 
placed by midnight on Tuesday for delivery on Friday 
afternoons. To find out more, visit www.tamarvalley 
foodhubs.org.uk

Opening of compost toilet
A jolly band of wassailers and the Wreckers Border 
Morris helped to celebrate the opening of 
Harrowbarrow and Metherell Community Orchard’s 
new compost loo at the annual wassail in January. 

The loo, which received support from the Tamar Valley 
AONB’s Sustainable Development Fund, was built so 
that the orchard could be used as a training space for 
land, countryside based courses and workshops. 

Pub opens its doors to farmers’ market
Tamar Grow Local will once more be partnering with 
the Carpenters Arms in Metherell to bring a farmers’ 
market to the pub on the first Saturday of the month 
between April and October. 

On market days the pub 
opens its doors early 
serving up hearty 
breakfasts and a different 
pancake stack each 
month made fresh to 
order with local seasonal 
fruits and honey.

Again, the train will be taking 
the strain with freshly baked 
sourdoughs and bloomers being brought from the 
award-winning Column Bakehouse in Devonport, kindly 
assisted by Great Western Railway.

The monthly market always has a range of produce on 
sale, including Trehill Farm meats, cut flowers, seasonal 
and locally grown fruit and veg, eggs, plants, jams and 
preserves.

This year it is hoped the market will increase in size to 
welcome more local producers, growers and crafters with

a programme of workshops, talks and events. Stalls are 
free of charge and for further information, please contact 
rachaelforster@tamargrowlocal.org To keep up to date 
with the market news, follow the Carpenters Arms and 
Tamar Grow Local pages on Facebook.

Seeking enthusiastic 
entrepreneurs
2 one-acre plots in 
the beautiful Tamar 
Valley seek 
enthusiastic 
entrepreneurs with 
great growing ideas
to kick start business 
ideas in market 
gardening, farming 
and horticulture. For 
further details, contact 
Tamar Grow Local on 
01579 208412.

Online farmers market for the Tamar 
Valley goes from strength to strength
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Quarry beekeeping gains 
environmental award 
The innovation and dedication of a local quarryman to help stem 
the decline of the bee population is a sweet story of success.

Having seen numerous documentaries on bee decline 
and its effect on pollination and crops, Anthony Allday 
decided to set up his own bee colony. 

Anthony attended a beekeeping course delivered by 
Tamar Grow Local, ordered a colony of Buckfast bees and 
purchased a carefully designed hive from Cornwall Honey 
of Saltash.

His choice of site was Greystone Quarry, one of the few 
remaining working quarries and a Site of Special Scientific 
Interest near Launceston. There are many wild flowers in 
the quarry, and the growth of surrounding crops in the 
area such as oil seed rape, is further stimulated by bee 
activity.

The bees arrived in late summer, and as a result did not 
flourish until 2015, when a second colony was introduced. 
Honey was harvested from the first hive, producing 35lbs 
of honey, which was sold at the quarry Open Day, raising 
£150 for St Luke’s Hospice in Plymouth.

During the 
Tamar Valley 
AONB 20 year 
anniversary week 
in August 2015, 
tours of the quarry 
were arranged, 
including a visit to the hives. 

The beekeeping idea was 
entered into the quarrying industry 
body awards competition, where it 
gained a commendation for the 
quarry, and a special award for 
dedication for Anthony Allday.

The quarry welcomes group visits and 
now also has a heritage centre.

Tamar Grow Local is running beekeeping courses this 
summer – see the Events section for details.

What’s new at Tamar Valley Resort 
@ Honicombe Manor 

•	 Reasonably	priced	holiday	lodges	
	 in	a	tranquil	and	untouched	part	
	 of		 Cornwall.

•	 Water	babies,	Dinky	Dance	with		 	
	 Music	Makers.

•	 Little	Baron’s	Soft	Play	open	daily.

For splash parties, exercise classes, gym and fitness, sports therapy room hire 
and much more visit: www.honicombemanor.co.uk

Telephone:	01822 258090
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About Us
The Tamar Valley AONB Partnership helps to 
conserve and enhance the natural beauty of 
the Tamar Valley Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty, by offering advice and assistance 
to community groups, landowners, farmers, 
residents and visitors.

There are 38 AONBs in England and Wales. 
The Tamar Valley itself covers an area of 75 
square miles (195 sq km) and is the youngest 
of all AONBs, designated in 1995.

Tamar Valley AONB
Tamar Valley Centre
Cemetery Road, Drakewalls
Gunnislake
Cornwall
PL18 9FE

t: 01822 835030
e: enquiries@tamarvalley.org.uk
w: www.tamarvalley.org.uk 

Help us keep the AONB special
We hope you enjoy exploring the Tamar 
Valley. Please follow the Countryside Code 
when you’re out and about, to keep this 
living, working landscape special.

Your Valley, Your News
If you have a story that you would like to be 
considered for the next issue of The Valley 
(autumn/winter 2016), or would like to discuss 
advertising opportunities, please contact 
Charlotte Dancer, Information & 
Communications Officer for the Tamar Valley 
AONB – cdancer@tamarvalley.org.uk, 01822 
835030.

Produced by
Tamar Valley AONB – Charlotte Dancer, 
01822 835030, cdancer@tamarvalley.org.uk

Editorial support
Tracey Eustice, PED (Paul Eustice Design)

Design
PED (Paul Eustice Design), Camborne

Print
Latimer Trend, Plymouth

While every effort has been made to ensure 
accuracy within this newsletter, no 
responsibility will be accepted for any 
omissions.

Please pass this newsletter on to a friend 
before recycling.

Free support 
for farmers 
and woodland 
owners in 
the Tamar Valley

If you are a land manager in the area around Gunnislake, Calstock, 
Latchley, Gulworthy, Morwellham and Chilsworthy, please 
contact Anna David (Advisory Officer) on 07572 687601 or 
adavid@devonwildlifetrust.org  

A free workshop for farmers interested in entering 
a new countryside stewardship scheme was held on 
13th April. If you are a smaller landowner, who may 
not qualify for Countryside Stewardship, but are 
interested in habitat enhancement, please also get in 
touch. 

Image © Frank Greenaway

The Devon Greater Horseshoe Bat 
Project is offering a number of services to 
land managers in the area, including free advisory visits, 
assistance and support with countryside stewardship 
applications, small grants for hedge planting and other 
habitat improvement works, and free workshops and 
events to promote bat-friendly land management.

Tamar Valley Reads
With holidays on the horizon, we have a range of excellent 
titles for your summer reading list, including:

• Silver River: An area of outstanding natural beauty, 
 Virginia Spiers with paintings by Mary Martin

• Turner in the Tamar Valley, Dorothy Kirk & Diana Cook

• Sovereigns, Madams & Double Whites – fruit & flower  
 pioneers of the Tamar Valley, Joanna Lewis

• Wood Fuel from Hedges: How to manage and crop   
 hedges in south-west England for fuel 

The Tamar Valley Centre also stocks maps and books to help 
you explore the Valley. To keep your little ones occupied, the 
Seriously Not Boring Tamar Trails Pack comes highly 
recommended.

The Centre is just 5 minutes’ walk from Gunnislake Train 
Station. Open Monday to Friday 10am to 4pm, check 
www.tamarvalley.org.uk for additional summer opening 
hours, or call 01822 835030.


