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In other areas they may have been
covered by a thick layer of sediment.
It seems that no two years are the
same, each weather pattern
presenting a new situation.
Community engagement
From visiting landowners it has been
great seeing the pride people take
in their bit of the river. We have also
been able to witness the massive
impact of flooding over the last year
on our riverbanks. Over 50 people
took the opportunity recently to
visit Ferry Farm, Calstock in glorious
weather to receive free advice, pick
up some practical tips and to see
demonstrations on different control
techniques for Japanese Knotweed,
Giant Hogweed and Himalayan
balsam.

Invasive plant facts
Japanese knotweed
Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica)
was first brought to Britain in the mid-19th
century as an ornamental garden plant.
Since then it has caused serious problems
in a range of habitats – particularly
roadsides, riverbanks and derelict land –
by displacing native flora and even
causing structural damage. In the early
spring red/purple shoots grow rapidly, forming canes, with leaves
gradually unfurling and turning green. The plants are fully grown by
early summer and mature canes are hollow with a distinctive purple
speckle, forming dense stands up to 3 metres high.

Giant hogweed
A highly invasive, large member of the
carrot family, brought in as an ornamental
plant from south-eastern Europe, giant
hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum)
looks like giant cow parsley with deeply
divided, light green spiky leaves. Its sap is
highly toxic and can cause serious skin
damage. It appears in March as a rosette
of leaves and as the season progresses, a stout stem, often with
purplish blotches, pushes up to a height of perhaps 5 metres in July.
Each plant can produce up to 50,000 seeds which can survive for
up to 15 years. Colonised banks of watercourses are likely to erode
more rapidly than those protected by native species.

Himalayan balsam

Leaflets describing these plants
and safe methods of control are
available from the Tamar Valley
Centre, or we will be happy to
post them out to landowners.
Please contact Becki Lumbis,
Tamar Valley AONB, on 01822
835030 or rlumbis@tamarvalley.
org.uk
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Himalayan balsam (Impatiens glandulifera)
is a native of the western Himalayas.
Introduced to Britain in 1839, it escaped
from gardens and rapidly colonised
riverbanks and areas of damp ground,
growing up to 3 metres high. The
purplish-pink to white slipper-shaped
flowers appear in June. When the seed
pods mature, they explode when touched, scattering the seed up to
7 metres away. Seeds are also spread by water and may remain viable
for up to two years.
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