
Ph
ot

o:
  ©

 Ji
ll T

ur
ne

r

The free newsletter of the Tamar Valley AONB Autumn/Winter 2014/15

Bats, volunteering & films
The Greater Horseshoe bat
Helping Hands for Heritage

It’s All About the River Film Festival

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
...and much more inside



        Welcome...
               Well, 2014 has turned out well!! Good warm days and nights and,
               as far as the AONB Partnership is concerned, many successful  
                             days out, as our busy calendar illustrates.

                                                                      It was good to see so many people join us earlier this summer for the  
                 launch of the Management Plan and the positive media coverage this  
                                                     generated. And now, the 5-year Plan is ready to deliver.

                 The Helping Hands for Heritage lottery-funded project is up and running,  
            and the continuing positive and supportive words from the Defra Minister,  
          Lord de Mauley, is most heartening.

                      With the fine weather there has been increased numbers enjoying the trails  
                               	and	finding	those	many	secret	and	hidden	gems	throughout	the	Valley	and	its	
               connecting valleys.

   Yes, the austerity in local government is very painful to many and I guess that still has 
some time to run. But we, as a Partnership, have pulled through those challenging days and are now re-energised and 
ready to deliver more positive outcomes to maintain the ‘can do’ culture retained by this AONB as a very special place 
for residents and visitors alike.
You’ll	find	lots	of	good	news	to	read	about	within	this	newsletter,	highlighting	the	great	work	from	our	AONB team, our 
loyal volunteers and the wider Partnership as we prepare to celebrate our 20th anniversary next year.

Cllr Neil Burden Chair, Tamar Valley A
O
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More from us…
Sign up to receive monthly ebulletins from the Tamar Valley AONB - a great way to keep up-to-date with progress of projects 
and calls for volunteers in between issues of The Valley newsletter. Please visit: www.tamarvalley.org.uk and click on ‘News’ 
to sign up. 

Follow us:          TVAONB             @TVAONB



Tamar Valley AONB Management Plan 2014 - 19
The Tamar Valley AONB have a new Management Plan that will guide the work of the AONB team and 
Partnership, over the next 5 years.

The Plan has been produced by the AONB team on behalf of the local authorities within the AONB area; Cornwall Council, 
Devon County Council, West Devon Borough Council, South Hams District Council and Plymouth City Council. 
The Plan that the local authorities have adopted, endorsed by the full AONB Partnership, is organised into four strategic 
themes.	These	priorities	were	developed	in	response	to	the	issues	&	opportunities	identified	through	wide	consultation.	
Thank you to all who contributed, we hope we have captured your comments. 
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Conserving and enhancing the landscape
Delivering landscape-scale projects
Providing a planning service and developing 
design guidelines

Supporting the economy and communities
Supporting the local economy through access, 
transport & sustainable tourism initiatives
Involving Valley people

The AONB’s new Management Plan was launched on 15th July at The 
Old Pump House, Lopwell Dam. Forty delegates who helped devise 
the new statutory policies and actions joined the AONB team to celebrate. 
Representatives of the local authorities that are responsible for the 
area and help fund the AONB signed a charter designed by local artist 
Ian Heard, pledging their support to help deliver the Plan. A cake, 
beautifully decorated with the front cover of the Plan, was created by 
Tavistock’s Sugar Sweet Cakes for the occasion. 
Manager of the Tamar Valley AONB, Corinna Woodall, stated, “We 
want to be at the very forefront of landscape-scale projects, for example, 
in	developing	wood	fuel	opportunities,	that	will	benefit	not	only	Tamar	
Valley people and its landscape, but also our wildlife.”
Free copies of the Summary Document are available from the Tamar 
Valley Centre, or can be viewed online at www.tamarvalley.org.uk 

Bringing the rivers back into focus
Connecting with our rivers and estuaries

Working with Partners
Promoting AONB objectives to strategic bodies
Coordinating the Partnership.
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Our priorities - the next 5 years
Adopters of the Tamar Valley AONB Management Plan



What do you treasure most in the Devon countryside?
Is it the big, tangled, flower-filled hedges that go 
on for miles, the ancient woodlands clinging to 
the sides of steep, hidden valleys, a tucked away 
ramshackle barn perhaps, or just watching cattle 
wandering through the patchwork of fields? Well 
if any of these are on your list, you’re not alone.

All these features are what make Devon and the Tamar 
Valley so attractive to the UK’s largest native bat – the 
greater horseshoe. While the complex (and even fussy) 
lives of greater horseshoe bats are still not completely 
understood, some of their main basic needs are:
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Devon Greater Horseshoe Bat Project is a new project 
that will be working together to look after this intriguing 
creature. With assistance from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund, the project will be supporting landowners to 
incorporate bat-friendly management of their land, 
enabling an increase in population and range, celebrating 
the fact that the greater horseshoe is still enjoying our 
lovely countryside. 

Local volunteers piloted some large-scale monitoring 
this summer. Initial results suggest between 200-332 
individuals - a healthy population indicating a healthy 
countryside in the AONB.

If you are interested in volunteering your time please 
get in touch with the Project Manager, Ed Parr Ferris, 
on 01392 279244 or eparrferris@devonwildlifetrust.org

Bat Picture © Michael Hammett, 
Natural England

Devon will remain a stronghold for the greater 
horseshoe bat – with our help

A cave or mine with an even, cool temperature 
for a winter hibernation roost

A large, warm, dry barn or roof space for a 
maternity roost where bats can give birth and 
look after their young in summer

The various beetles that live in dung, especially 
of cattle, on which they feed their young 
during summer

Moths, craneflies and other large insects usually 
found in species-rich grasslands, along hedgerows 
and wetlands, and in woodland rides

A good network of hedges, woodland edges, 
stream and riverside vegetation forming lines 
through the countryside, which bats follow 
in their travels from roost to feeding 
grounds – their commuter routes

Dark – they really don’t like light, so 
any artificial lighting is likely to send 
them packing.

While life is hard for this species across much 
of its northern European range, our distinctive 
landscape ensures that the species retains
a stronghold across south England and
Wales. With just a few strongholds around 
the South West and the declining numbers – 
around 90% over the last 100 years – it leaves 
the greater horseshoe as one of our rarest bats. 



Discovery Trail Challenge 2015
The Tamar Valley AONB team is already planning the next Discovery Trail Challenge, which will take 
place on Saturday 11th July 2015.

We hope next year to give Discovery Trail Challenge participants a choice 
of two routes – the usual 32 miles following the entire length of 
the Discovery Trail, and a shorter 15-mile walk.

The Tamar Valley Discovery Trail was established in July 1998, 
bringing together many of the outstanding features of the 
Valley with a waymarked route. Winding northwards from 
Tamerton Foliot to Lifton, the trail encompasses scenic 
woodland, historic quays, spectacular river valley views 
and attractive villages. It has been described as one of 
the most varied and rewarding routes to walk in the 
South West. 

On the day, regular refreshment points will be provided 
along the way. First aid will be on hand if needed, and after
completing the Challenge, you can relax and rest your feet, 
as transport will be laid on to take walkers back to the starting point.

Two previous Challenges raised £2,500 for Devon Air Ambulance 
in	2012	and	£1,000	for	Butterfly	Conservation	in	2013.	Can	you	think	
of	a	charity	or	deserving	cause	that	could	benefit	from	the	
funds raised from next year’s Challenge?

To nominate a cause, or to register your interest in 
next year’s walk, please contact Becki Lumbis on 
01822 835030, rlumbis@tamarvalley.org.uk 

Sp
ecial fi n

d at Cotehele Quay  

Earlier this year, during annual reed bed management 
at the National Trust’s Cotehele Quay, the Trust’s 
South Devon volunteers and Cotehele’s Ranger 
Team discovered two harvest mouse nests.  
Classified	as	a	Priority	Species	in	the	UK	Biodiversity	
Action Plan, the elusive harvest mouse is just 5cm 
long, weighs only 4–8g and has a prehensile tail 
that it uses as an anchor. A few years ago a harvest 
mouse and nest were found in Cotehele’s Mother 
Orchard, but the nests on the quay were a very 
unusual discovery indeed!

James Robbins, Ranger at Cotehele, explains, “The 
Harvest Mouse is a localised species in the South 
West. The Mammals of Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly 
(published 2013) records 52 new tetrad square site 
records for dormice between January 2007 and 
December 2012, while for harvest mice only 15 new 
tetrad square site records were made during the same 
period (in the whole of Cornwall), making this a notable record 
for the estate.”

Photo: © Chris Groves 3
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‘It’s All About the River’ film festival: 
12th September – 12th October
This autumn the River Tamar Project presents an exciting festival of films to be screened in the heart of 
our riverside communities.

The	Tamar	Valley	is	to	play	host	to	this	major	film	festival	which	will	combine	epic	cinema,	historical	archive and documentary 
film.	It	will	premiere	specially	commissioned	films	by	international	artists	and	offer	entertainment	especially	for	children	
and	their	families	too.	With	each	film	linked	to	a	river	theme,	the	festival	celebrates	the	history	and	explores	future	uses	
of	the	River	Tamar.	Opening	in	Calstock	with	a	spectacular	outdoor	screening,	the	film	festival	flows	
downriver,stopping at Bere Alston, Cargreen, Saltash, Barne Barton and Devonport.

Artists 
The festival will feature new works by internationally renowned artists who 
have taken inspiration from the River Tamar. 
2014	BAFTA	nominees	Smoking	Dogs	have	created	a	film	which	reimagines	some	of the 
first	British	encounters	with	peoples	from	Africa.	Using	the	historic	backdrop	of	the	landscape
and	houses	around	the	Tamar,	the	film	brings	both	infamous	and	forgotten	characters	of	the
16th Century to life.

Whilst the river’s industrial heritage is explored through Uriel Orlow’s examination of the impact 
of the mining and dockyard activities on the water, globally recognised artists Melanie Manchot, Mark 
Vernon and Mikhail Karikis have been working with community and school groups in Cargreen, Barne Barton and Calstock 
to highlight modern life on the Tamar and look to the future of the river.

The festival has also provided the opportunity for local artists, Plymouth University lecturer	Kayla	Parker	and	filmmaker	
Stuart	Moore	to	create	a	unique	work	formed	by	the	river	itself,	by	burying	raw	film	in	the	silt.	In	addition,	artist	and	
illustrator Richard Allman steps into the world of animation, taking us on a journey up the river with his unique 
drawing style.

To	accompany	the	films,	there	will	be	a	series	of	workshops	running	throughout the 
festival	for	artists	and	those	interested	in	learning	more	about	film.

Mikhail Karikis
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Films
From large outdoor events to more intimate screenings in local community hubs, there will be the 
chance to see a variety of films crossing different genres from horror to Muppets, encompassing art,        
music and history.

            The festival opens and closes with two spectacular open-air cinema events: the 1928 Buster   
                Keaton classic Steamboat Bill Jr, with a live musical accompaniment, on the riverbank in               
                                       Calstock	and	an	audience	choice	film	shown	with	stunning	views	over	the	dockyards	at	
       Devonport Park. 

        Other highlights include a vintage cinema experience in Bere Alston with old fashioned  
        newsreel and feature film Whisky Galore!, plus a children’s pirate day with Muppet  
       Treasure Island in Devonport Library. The full festival programme, including details of  
	 	 	 	children’s	events	and	how	to	vote	for	the	audience	choice	film,	is	available	online.

         History 
The River Tamar Project team have been working closely with South West Film and Television Archive (SWFTA) 
to bring the history of the Tamar to the screen by showing archive footage of the river and its communities. 
The festival highlights the rich heritage of the river, from the mining landscape in the upper tidal reaches, through the 
early leisure cruises to the modern dockyards as well as asking the question: what will the future hold for the river?

Come and celebrate the heritage and culture of the River Tamar, vote for your favourite river movie, bring the kids along 
to the special children’s screenings or join us for the open-air cinema experience set against the river’s towering bridges.

‘It’s All About the River’ is funded by Plymouth University, Arts Council England, BFI Lottery Fund, 
Cornish Mining World Heritage Site and FEAST.

Full festival programme available online:
www.itsallabouttheriver.org.uk  AllAboutRiver  ItsAllAboutTheRiver

John Akom
frah
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Tamar Grow Local
It seems that the Tamar Grow Local team haven’t stopped this summer! Find out 
about just some of the activities they have been involved with recently. 

The Tamar Valley scoops prizes at the 2014 Plymouth Food Awards 
Two Tamar Grow Local projects have been recognised at the annual awards run 
by Food Plymouth.
Tamar Valley Food Hubs took the Community Food Award for its weekly 
deliveries	into	Plymouth.	The	not-for-profit	online	grocer,	specialising	
in food and drink made in the Valley, brings together 40+ producers. 
Friday collection ‘hubs’ include the Tamar Valley Centre at Drakewalls,
Calstock	Train	Station,	Bere	Alston	Post	Office,	Tavistock	Quaker	
Meeting House and in Plymouth, The Bread and Roses pub and 
Column Bakehouse at Devonport Guildhall. Producers get free 
marketing and a decent price, while customers can shop 
conveniently for local produce.
Tamar Valley Honey Co-op was highly commended in the Best 
Local Food Product category. Members share extraction equipment
and knowledge, and bulk buy consumables to lower costs. The honey 
is sold under a shared label to independent outlets and restaurants
including River Cottage Canteen.
Well done all!

Test kitchen opened for small food  producers
                                                                                            Tamar Grow Local has opened a new kitchen   
                         facility for small food producers and caterers  
                        in Devon and Cornwall. 

                                                                                             The kitchen, which can be hired by the hour, is an EHO  
	 	 	 	 	 	 						(Environmental	Health	Officer)	approved	space	with	a			
                           range of equipment for small producers to trial and 
          make products. It will also serve as a test space for people  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	who	have	a	new	food	product	idea,	before	they	take	the	first		
                         steps into commercial production.

               Located in Callington, the new kitchen is also used as a honey  
           extraction room. Simon Platten, Project Manager for Tamar Grow  
      Local, said, “We’re offering a stepping-stone facility for those thinking  
            about becoming food producers. Starting out as a food producer can be very 
daunting and have high set up costs, so we hope to provide a service that can help germinate ideas and encourage more 
food producers to start up in the area.”

The new kitchen space has been kindly supported by Local Food. For further details and to book, please visit www.tamargrowlocal.org 

Visit: 
www.tamarvalleyfoodhubs.org.uk

or
www.tamargrowlocal.org.uk
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The train takes the strain 
to Calstock market
Fresh, handmade bread is being taken free of 
charge by train from Devonport to Tamar Grow 
Local’s monthly produce market at Calstock and 
then taken on to another market being held at 
The Carpenters Arms, Metherell. Baked by 
Column Bakehouse at Devonport Guildhall, the 
bread travels on the 08:54 Tamar Valley Line, to 
be sold later the same day. 
This arrangement, by the Devon & Cornwall Rail Partnership 
along with train operator First Great Western, reduces 
food miles by avoiding extra road transportation. The 
railway has a long history of carrying produce as well as 
people, with the Valley’s market gardens in their heyday 
sending	thousands	of	packages	of	fruit	and	flowers	to	stations	
along the line and on to London.

As well as artisan bread, the markets in Calstock and Metherell 
sell Tamar Valley food and drink including meat, vegetables, 
apple	juice,	jams	and	preserves,	honey,	flowers,	pastries,	
puddings and plants.
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Local produce market at 
Mount Edgcumbe
Tamar Grow Local and Let them Eat… of Hatt 
have been working with Mount Edgcumbe Estate 
to run another monthly local produce market. 

The Mount Edgcumbe market, launched earlier this year, 
focuses on food and drink grown or made in the Tamar 
Valley. It is one of many new events planned at Mount 
Edgcumbe country park this year after numerous small 
food and craft businesses moved into the Barrow Centre 
next to the House in spring.

When and where?
Calstock Village Hall’s produce market is on the 
first	Saturday	of	the	month,	between	11.00am	and	
2.00pm. Plymothians taking advantage of cheap 
off	peak	day	returns	by	rail	will	find	Calstock	
Village	Hall	on	the	Quay,	a	few	minutes’	walk	from	
Calstock station. For further details, contact 
Simon Platten at Tamar Grow Local on 07887 983143.
Mount Edgcumbe’s produce market takes place 
every second Sunday of the month until 9th 
November, from 11:00am to 4:00pm. It can be 
found in the Earls Garden Marquee adjacent to 
Mount Edgcumbe House. For further details, 
contact Lisa Hackett on 07508 360035. 



A very different kind of food festival took place 
on the eastern fringes of the Tamar Valley AONB 
this autumn. Billed as a ‘food festival on the run’, 
this event sent food-loving runners on a gastronomic 
tour of this unique corner of West Devon.   
The Delicious Drake’s Trail, which takes its name from Sir 
Francis Drake of Buckland Abbey, built on the success 
of the Delicious Dart Trail in South Devon and attracted 
around 350 runners plus spectators to the Tamar Valley on 
Sunday 5th October. 
The event, supported through the Tamar Valley AONB’s 
Sustainable Development Fund, raised funds for CHICKS, 
the Devon-based charity which provides respite breaks 
for kids from disadvantaged backgrounds. Look out for 
AONB	ebulletins	to	find	out	how	much	was	raised.
Starting at Buckland Abbey, participants followed their 
taste	buds	to	Tavistock	before	heading	south	to	the	finish	
at the Moorland Garden Hotel near Yelverton. Participants 
covered 15 miles of scenic moorland, farmland, country lanes 
and surfaced trail. Along the way they were treated to a 
mouth-watering variety of locally produced food and drink 
tasters – both sweet and savoury – including meats, cheeses, 
puddings, beers, ciders and wine. These were provided by a 
dozen local pubs, hotels, cafés and pop-up caterers. 

An optional 10-mile route stopping at Whitchurch included 
transportation	to	the	finish	by	vintage	bus.

Delicious Drake’s Trail

Spectator highlights
Those who didn’t fancy taking part in the run 
enjoyed the day in a number of other ways:

Buckland Abbey was where it all began. Supporters 
soaked up the carnival atmosphere before enjoying a 
special taster tour of the grounds and gardens with 
a chance to meet the Buckland Food Growers.
Many cheered the runners along en-route as they enjoyed 
a pint and bite to eat at one of the quality venues 
supporting the Delicious Drake’s Trail.
Others popped along to see the runners cross the 
finish	line	at	the	Moorland	Garden	Hotel.	The	hotel	
hosted a traditional food festival 
in the afternoon, where visitors
stocked up on locally produced 
goodies, took in a cookery 
demo or simply relaxed with 
a hog roast or cream tea.

Local opportunities
If you are a local food producer, supplier or 
retailer and would like to get involved in the 
next Delicious Drake’s Trail to promote your 
business, please register you interest;

      Contact Kate Treleaven at 
                       hello@deliciousdrakestrail.co.uk

               Maybe you’d like to;
                Host a ‘tasting station’ at  
       your pub, restaurant or café.

      Supply products for sampling.

      Sponsor the event.

To enjoy photos from 

the day, please visit the 

Facebook page: delicious trails

There’s still time to donate to CHICKS.

Please visit 

www.deliciousdrakestrail.co.uk 

and click on Fundraising.
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Events 
Explore & discover your AONB, with this selection of guided walks and events. New activities are 
being added all the time to our online events calendar – www.tamarvalley.org.uk and follow the link 
for your up-to-date guide.

About the events...
Dress for the weather: Layers are often best. Wear stout shoes or boots.
Children: We welcome & encourage children at most events, but they 
must be accompanied by a responsible adult.
Access: Most events are accessible for any reasonably active person, but 
unfortunately many are not suitable for pushchairs or wheelchairs. Please 
always check beforehand if you are unsure.
Cost: Unless a cost is stated, all events are free of charge, although donations 
would be appreciated.
Map references: These refer to OS Explorer Maps nos 108 (Tamar Valley & 
Plymouth) or 112 (Launceston & Holsworthy).
Transport:	Some	events	are	specifically	timed	to	connect	with	the	scenic Tamar 
Valley Line and connecting buses. Otherwise, please try to share cars as much 
as possible.
Persons who participate in events do so at their own risk. Neither the Tamar 
Valley AONB team, other organisers, nor landowners shall be liable for any 
death, loss or damage sustained. Participation in events is at the discretion of 
the leader. While every care has been taken, no responsibility can be taken for 
inaccurate information in this newsletter. 

October
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Until 12th October
It’s All About the River Film Festival
The festival features new commissions from local, national and 
international	artists	and	filmmakers,	alongside	screenings	of	
popular and cult classics in impressive settings along the banks of 
the Tamar.
Information: www.itsallabouttheriver.org.uk, River Tamar Project 
& Plymouth University 
Wednesday 1st
Callington Honey Fair
Information: Lions Club, Callington callingtonlions.org.uk/honeyfair, 
Friday 3rd
Apple Pressing
Bring your apples along to Harrowbarrow School to press into juice.
More details nearer the time - 01822 835030 or email:
volunteering@tamarvalley.org.uk (Helping Hands for Heritage)
Friday 3rd, 7:30pm
Friends of Tamar Valley Talk – Rachel Hunt 
Life in the Past Lane: The People of Cotehele. Talk by 
Collections Manager at Cotehele. All welcome, small charge 
for non-members.
Venue: Tamar Valley Centre, Drakewalls
Information: email janekielyintamarvalley@uwclub.net or 
tel: 01822 834964 
Saturday 4th, 9:00am – 12:00 noon
Stoke Climsland Village Market
Local produce and a BIG breakfast
Venue: Old School, Stoke Climsland, PL17 8NY
Information: 01579 370493 (Old School)

Saturday 4th, 1:00pm – 5:00pm
Bere Apple Fest
Activities include apple pressing, advice on grafting and
pruning, display of rural crafts, music and competitions, 
including Apple Pie Baking and Longest Apple Peel!
Venue: Church Hall, Bere Ferrers
Information: bev.tavy@gmail.com or briankay1@tiscali.co.uk 
(Brian Lamb or Bev Slaughter). 01822 841309

Saturday 4th
Tamar Valley Produce Market 
Venue: Calstock Village Hall 
Information: 01579 208412 or contact Tamar Grow Local

Saturday 4th 
Tamar Valley Produce Market & Apple Pressing 
Bring along your own apples for pressing and bottle to take 
your juice home. By donation.
Venue: Carpenters Arms, Metherell
Information: 01579 208412 or contact Tamar Grow Local

Sunday 5th, 11am – 4pm 
Conservation Task Day at Wacker Quay
Come	and	find	out	about	the	history	of	this	fascinating	military	
site, and then take part in vegetation management and bench 
installation.
Meet:	Wacker	Quay	car	park,	near	Antony
Booking: dreadman@tamarvalley.org.uk, 07792 483669 (Dave Readman)
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Sunday 5th
The Delicious Drakes Trail 
Starting at Buckland Abbey, runners will follow their taste buds 
to Tavistock then to Moorland Garden Hotel. Along the way 
they will be treated to a mouth-watering variety of locally 
produced food and drink tasters and 15 miles of beautiful 
off-road trail. Shorter 10-mile option also available. 
Fundraising for CHICKS.
Sign up: www.deliciousdrakestrail.co.uk
Notes: pre registration is essential 

Saturday 11th, 10:00am – 4:00pm
Archaeology Volunteer Day
Join us in helping to clear the long barrow on the south side of 
Kit Hill.
Information: volunteering@tamarvalley.org.uk, 
01822 835030, Cormac and Helping Hands for Heritage (Tamar 
Valley AONB) 

Sunday 12th
Tamar Valley Produce Market 
Venue: Mount Edgcumbe
Information: 01579 208412 or contact Tamar Grow Local

Saturday 18th, 9:00am – 3:00pm
Crocadon’s Producer Fair
Great range of local food produce, crafts and artists. 
Venue: Crocadon Farm, St Mellion, PL12 6RL
Information: 01579 350096, info@crocadon.co.uk

Saturday 18th, 9:30am - 12:30pm
Stoke Climsland Crafts & Gift Fair
Locally produced crafts and gifts plus the BIG breakfast
Venue: Old School, Stoke Climsland, PL17 8NY
Information: 01579 383289 (Susie Iannantuoni)

23rd – 26th 
Calstock Jazz & Blues Festival
Information: calstockjazzfestival.co.uk

24th – 27th 
Tavistock Heritage Festival
Celebrating	1000	years	of	history	with	the	town’s	first	ever	
Heritage Festival.
www.tavistockheritagefestival.org.uk

Saturday 25th, 10:30am
Fungi Walk with Jacky Peace
A walk around the reserve identifying fungi and other plants.
Cost: free for members, £2 for non-members.
Notes: bring camera, binoculars, wear suitable clothing & 
footwear. Sorry no dogs.
Meet: The Cecil Arms Pub by St. Stephens Church (PL12 4AR) 
Information: 01752 843852, Mary Langworth, Friends of 
Churchtown Farm Community Nature Reserve

25th – 2nd November, 11:00am – 4:30pm
Hallowe’en half-term fun at Cotehele
Steel yourself for freak week in the house, mill and Edgcumbe, 
with children’s half-term activities on the quay, 27 – 31 Oct, 
11am-3pm, fright night in the house on 31 Oct, 6-9pm and 
more. Check website for details.
Cost: various – see the website
Venue: Cotehele National Trust, St Dominick
Information: 01579 351346 or visit www.nationaltrust.org.uk/cotehele

26th – 31st 
Halloween Week at Morwellham
A scary mine train ride, spooky activities and a Witches’ Coven 
throughout the week to get everyone quaking in their boots!
Venue:	Morwellham	Quay,	nr	Tavistock
Information: 01822 832766

26th to 31st
Tamar Trails half-term activities
Information: www.tamartrails.co.uk, 01822 833409

Tuesday 28th, 7:30pm – 9:30pm
Shipwrecks and History in Plymouth Sound 
A talk by Peter Holt 
Cost: Non-members £1
Venue: Old School, Stoke Climsland, PL17 8NY  (Deri Parsons)
Information: Stoke Climsland Local History Group, 01579 370319

Wednesday 29th, 11:00am – 4:00pm
All Ways Apples Festival
The 5th annual festival with activities including apple pressing, 
workshops, cookery demonstrations, creative activities and 
healthy food initiatives.
Venue: Devonport Guildhall (Tess Wilmot) 
Information: digfordevonport@hotmail.co.uk or 07531 506481 

Friday 31st 
The Big Draw & Family Arts Festival
Venue: Mount Edgcumbe, Cremyll, Torpoint
Information: www.campaignfordrawing.org

November

Saturday 1st, 9:00am – 12:00noon
Stoke Climsland Village Market
See 4th October for details

Wednesday 5th, 10:30am – 4:00pm
Volunteer Training Day
Clearing	the	mining	site	a	Drakewalls,	followed	by	a	bonfire.
Booking: volunteering@tamarvalley.org.uk, (Tamar Valley AONB)
01822 835030, Cormac and Helping Hands for Heritage 
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Sunday 2nd 
Woodland Riders Racing Winter Series
Very friendly atmosphere, great to race or spectate. Each course 
varies between 1.25 mins and 1.5 mins in length for the faster 
riders. Full on-site refreshments.
Venue: Tavistock Woodlands Estate
Information: www.woodlandriders-racing.co.uk

Friday 7th, 7:30pm
Friends of Tamar Valley Talk – Stephen & Claire Fryer 
Talk on RAF Harrowbeer. All welcome, small charge for 
non-members.
Venue: Tamar Valley Centre, Drakewalls 
Information: janekielyintamarvalley@uwclub.net  01822 834964

Saturday 8th, 9:45am – 5:15pm
Discovering the Industrial Archaeology of the Tamar Valley
Volunteer	archaeology	identification	day	with	Colin	Buck.
Booking essential: volunteering@tamarvalley.org.uk or call: 
01822 835030 (Helping Hands for Heritage & WHS)

Saturday – Sunday, 8th – 9th, 11:00am – 4:00pm 
Christmas Craft Trail
Join us for our third annual Christmas craft trail. Stalls around 
the estate exhibiting and selling a selection of handmade and 
affordable gifts.
Venue: Cotehele National Trust, St Dominick
Information: 01579 351346 or visit 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/cotehele 

Sunday 9th
Tamar Valley Produce Market 
Venue: Mount Edgcumbe 
See Sunday 12th October  for details

Wednesday 12th
Conservation Task Day
Venue: East Kit Hill Mine
Information: volunteering@tamarvalley.org.uk, 01822 835030 
(Helping Hands for Heritage)

Saturday 15th, 9:00am – 3:00pm
Crocadon’s Producer Fair
See Sat 18th Oct for details

Saturday 15th, 9:30am – 12:30pm
Stoke Climsland Crafts and Gifts Fair
See Sat 18th Oct for details

Saturday 15th, 2:00pm
Beach Clean
Help give the reserve a thorough clean, plus meet other 
members of the group.
Notes: hot soup provided. Bring rubber gloves, stout shoes 
& suitable clothing. Dogs on leads please.
Meet: Railway Bridge by allotments, Wearde Road, Saltash
Information: 01752 843852, Mary Langworth, Friends of 
Churchtown Farm Community Nature Reserve 
22nd – 30th, 10am – 4pm
‘As the River Flows…’ Exhibition
Information: www.astheriverflows.co.uk
Venue: Tamar Valley Centre, Drakewalls, PL18 9FE

Saturday – Sunday, 22nd – 23rd, 10:00am – 4:00pm
Cotehele Christmas Food Fair
Start your Christmas food shopping at our annual holiday 
food fair. 
Venue: Cotehele National Trust, St Dominick
Cost: adults £2, under 17s free.
Information: 01579 351346  or visit 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/cotehele
22nd – 31st December (except 25-26 Dec), 11:00am - 4:00pm
Decorated Hall of the House
The	flower	garland	is	complete,	the	log	fire	burning	-	join	us	in	
the Hall of the House to admire this year’s creation and enjoy 
choirs (2-4pm most days) performing under it. 
Venue: Cotehele National Trust, St Dominick
Cost: normal admission charge applies
Information: 01579 351346 or visit
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/cotehele
Tues 25th, Fri 28th, Tues 2nd Dec, Fri 5th Dec, 10.30am-4.30pm
Christmas Craft Workshops
Learn how to make festive willow, herb or topiary garlands, 
ornaments, table decorations and gifts in four different workshops. 
Cost: £35 per session.
Venue: Cotehele National Trust, St Dominick
Booking: essential 01579 351346. 
Tuesday 25th, 7:30pm – 9:30pm
The excavation of an early Bronze Age cist burial on Dartmoor 
A talk by Dr Andy Jones from Cornwall Archaeology Services 
Cost: Non-members £1
Venue: Old School, Stoke Climsland, PL17 8NY 
Information: 01579 370319 (Deri Parsons), Stoke Climsland 
Local History Group 
Saturday 29th, 11am-4pm
Winter Woodlands at Cleave 
Celebrate National Tree Week with a day at this historically significant 
and magical site. We will be collecting seeds, identifying trees and 
coppicing.
Venue: Located	on	the	road	to	Weir	Quay,	PL20	7BT	(SX436651). 
Meet: at the woods entrance
Booking: volunteering@tamarvalley.org.uk or call 01822 835030 
Saturday (9am – 3pm) – Sunday (10am – 3pm) 29th – 30th 
Crocadon’s Christmas Fair
Venue: Crocadon Farm, St Mellion, PL12 6RL
Information: 01579 350096 or email info@crocadon.co.uk
Saturday - Sunday, 29th - 30th
Saltram House Christmas Food & Craft Market
Information: 01752 333500, saltram@nationaltrust.org.uk

December
Friday 5th, 7:30pm
Friends of Tamar Valley Talk – Chris Groves 
Patagonia, the Land of Violas and Volcanoes. All welcome, 
small charge for non-members.
Venue: Tamar Valley Centre, Drakewalls 
Information: janekielyintamarvalley@uwclub.net or 
call 01822 834964
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Friday 5th, 7:30pm
Friends of Tamar Valley Talk – Chris Groves 
Patagonia, the Land of Violas and Volcanoes. All welcome, 
small charge for non-members.
Venue: Tamar Valley Centre, Drakewalls 
Information: janekielyintamarvalley@uwclub.net 
or call 01822 834964

Saturday 6th, 9:00am – 12:00noon
Stoke Climsland Xmas Village Market
See 4th October for details

Sunday 7th
Woodland Riders Racing Winter Series
See 2nd November for details

Wednesday 10th
Christmas Volunteer Day on Kit Hill
Information: volunteering@tamarvalley.org.uk, 
01822 835030 (Cormac and Helping Hands for Heritage) 

13th, 14th, 20th – 24th
Christmas Special at Morwellham
Enjoy a Victorian Christmas with a visit to Santa’s grotto, 
traditional Victorian stories and fun Christmas crafts, mulled 
wine and mince pies.
Venue:	Morwellham	Quay,	nr	Tavistock
Information: 01822 832766

Sunday 14th
Harrowbarrow & Metherell Christmas Food & Craft Market
Venue: Harrowbarrow & Metherell Village Hall

Saturday 20th, 9:00am – 3:00pm
Crocadon’s Producer Fair
See Sat 18th Oct for details

Saturday 20th, 9:30am – 12:30pm
Stoke Climsland Crafts and Gifts Fair
See Sat 18th Oct for details

Saturday 20th, 11.30am
Let’s Wassail
Dig out your loud instruments, put on your brightest clothes 
and come and help us scare away the evil spirits in the 
Cotehele Orchards. Assistance Dogs only are welcome.
Venue: Cotehele National Trust, St Dominick
Information: 01579 351346 or visit
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/cotehele 

Sunday 21st 
Wassail at the Carpenters Arms, Metherell 
Bring along prunings from your own apple trees for grafting 
and planting at Harrowbarrow & Metherell Community 
Orchard in Spring, and your best singing voices for a winter 
solstice wassail.
Information: 01579 208412   Tamar Grow Local

Friday 2nd, 7:30pm
Friends of Tamar Valley Talk – David Price 
Magical	pictures	of	the	flora	&	fauna	of	the	Tamar	Valley	throughout	
the year. All welcome, small charge for non-members.
Venue: Tamar Valley Centre, Drakewalls
Information: 01822 834964, janekielyintamarvalley@uwclub.net

Saturday 10th, 10:30am
Winters Waders with Peter Kent
Discover wading and other birds on Churchtown Farm 
Nature Reserve.
Cost: free for members, £2 for non-members.
Notes: Bring binoculars, cameras and wear suitable footwear 
and clothing. Sorry no dogs. 2-3 hours.
Meet: Cecil Arms pub, by St. Stephens Church, Saltash, PL12 4AR
Information: 01752 843852, Mary Langworth, Friends of 
Churchtown Farm Community Nature Reserve 

Saturday 10th, 7:00pm
Bere Ferrers Wassailing 
Join in the fun with music, pasties, dance, singing, and more.
Meet: Bere Ferrers Hall, then onto nearby orchard 
Booking: essential Margarets, Bere Ferrers from 1 December.

Wednesday 14th, 11am-3pm
Volunteer day at Cotehele
What are you doing in 2015? Do you have an interest in working 
with us in our house, gardens, reception, Mill or in the great outdoors 
on the Estate? Come for a volunteer day to learn all about how 
you can help us look after Cotehele. Join us for a chat, tea, cake 
and to meet the team. No need to book, just show up!
Venue and organiser: Cotehele National Trust, St Dominick
Cost: Free
Information: www.nationaltrust.org.uk/cotehele or 01579 351346

Saturday 31st, 7:30pm
Crime and Punishment
Talk by Katie Boothman, for the Calstock Parish Local History 
Group. Katie will tell us about some of the illegal activities and 
their consequences in the past.
Cost: £1 members, £2 non-members.
Venue: Methodist Chapel, Albaston
Information: 01579 350776, or Lornabc@talktalk.net (Lorna Potter)

January

February

Sunday 1st 
Woodland Riders Racing Winter Series
See 2nd November for details

Friday 7th, 7:30pm
Friends of Tamar Valley Talk – Sam Barnes 
Milton Abbot and Lutyens connection. All welcome, small 
charge for non-members.
Venue: Tamar Valley Centre, Drakewalls
Information: 01822 834964, janekielyintamarvalley@uwclub.net



Walk & Talk Groups
A great way to meet new people, explore your area, improve health,
and it’s free! We currently have two Walk & Talk groups running in 
the Tamar Valley.  
Every Monday - Saltash area  
Every Wednesday - Gunnislake & Calstock area. 
Visit: www.tamarvalley.org.uk and click on events, walk & talk

Local Train Times
Tamar Valley Line – Gunnislake to Plymouth
For timetable information please call National Rail Enquiries: 08457 48 49 50 
or visit: www.carfreedaysout.com
Local Bus Times
For bus times, please call Traveline on 0871 200 22 33, visit: traveline.info 
or www.plymouthbus.co.uk, click on timetables, 79/79A
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Sat 14th Feb - Fri 29th May, 11am to 4pm
View from a Window in Cotehele Gallery
New spring exhibition in Cotehele Gallery. This exhibition features 
Trevor Price and Joan Bose amongst a showcase of new work 
by British and West Country artists.
Venue and organiser: Cotehele National Trust, St Dominick
Cost: Normal admission charges apply
Information: www.nationaltrust.org.uk/cotehele or 01579 352724
Mon 16 Feb – Fri 20 Feb, 1pm to 3pm
February half-term fun at Cotehele
Pull on your wellies and have some fun in the outdoors during 
half-term.
Venue and organiser: Cotehele National Trust, St Dominick
Cost: Normal admission charges apply
Information: www.nationaltrust.org.uk/cotehele or 01579 351346
Tuesday 17th, 9:30am - 4:30pm
Kids Go Wild Adventure Day - In Trees
Drop the kids off for a day of adventure in the trees. Activities 
include	Tree	Surfing,	Zip	Wire,	Tree	Jump	and	Tree	Climbing.	
Suitable for ages 8 years+.
Cost: £30
Venue: Tamar Trails, Gulworthy
Booking: essential - 01822 833409, info@tamartrails.co.uk
Thursday 19th, 9:30am - 4:30pm
Kids Go Wild Adventure Day - In Woods
Drop the kids off for a day of adventure in the woods. Activities 
include	Den	building,	Fire	starting,	Wood	whittling,	Camp	fires	
and Marshmallow toasting. Suitable for ages 6 years+.
Cost: £30
Venue: Tamar Trails, Gulworthy
Booking: essential - 01822 833409, info@tamartrails.co.uk
Saturday 21st, 10:30am 
Geology with Jonathan King
Look at the Geology on Churchtown Farm Nature Reserve
Cost: free for members, £2 for non-members.
Notes: Bring binoculars, cameras and wear suitable clothing and 
footwear. 2-3 hours.
Meet: Cecil Arms pub, by St. Stephens Church, Saltash, PL12 4AR
Information: 01752 843852, Mary Langworth, Friends of 
Churchtown Farm Community Nature Reserve

Sunday 1st 
Woodland Riders Racing Winter Series
See 2nd November for details

Friday 6th, 7:30pm
Friends of Tamar Valley Talk – Ron Smith 
The pilchard industry in the south west. All welcome, small 
charge for non-members.
Venue: Tamar Valley Centre, Drakewalls
Information: 01822 834964, janekielyintamarvalley@uwclub.net
Saturday 7th, 1:00pm
Beach Clean
Help give the beaches on the reserve a thorough clean up.
There will be hot soup and doughnuts afterwards.
Notes: please bring gloves and wear suitable clothing and footwear.
Meet:	Wearde	Road,	Saltash,	by	the	allotments	(SX418577)
Information: 01752 843852, Mary Langworth, Friends of 
Churchtown Farm Community Nature Reserve
Saturday 28th, 7:30pm 
Life Among the Daffodils
Talk with Jo Totterdell, for the Calstock Parish Local History 
Group. Jo will talk about cultivating daffodils in Cornwall and 
the Tamar Valley, and hopefully will bring along some different 
varieties to show us.
Cost: £1 members, £2 non-members.
Venue: Methodist Chapel, Albaston
Information: Lornabc@talktalk.net (Lorna Potter) or 01579 350776

March

Saturday 28th, 7:30pm
Poacher turned Gamekeeper 
Talk by Pat Carey, for the Calstock Parish Local History Group. 
Pat will tell us about living off the land which our forebearers 
had to do in many cases and which he has experienced himself. 
(Probably not suitable for vegetarians)
Cost: £1 members, £2 non-members.
Venue: Methodist Chapel, Albaston
Information: 01579 350776, or Lornabc@talktalk.net (Lorna Potter)
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May Day was a special day for the Tamar Valley AONB. Following a successful Heritage Lottery Fund 
bid, the AONB Team and a number of honoured guests from partner organisations and the local community 
celebrated the launch of an ambitious 2-year project to expand volunteering in the Tamar Valley, building 
on our Valley Volunteers scheme.
Through	various	consultations,	a	range	of	heritage	sites	and	species	have	been	identified	as	being	at	risk,	under	threat	or	
inappropriately managed. With expert training, volunteers will be able to improve the care of our remarkable natural and 
cultural heritage. We hope people will also be inspired to volunteer for other organisations, sharing their skills to create 
wider	benefits.	
Since May we have already held several successful events, but over the next 18 months there will be many more 
opportunities, including continuous survey and research projects and inspiring one-off events. We will also be linking up 
with other groups and organisations to involve as many people as possible. 

Village histories - take a closer look at your village 
Buckland Monachorum and Calstock Parish Councils are in the process of writing their Neighbourhood Plans. We are 
supporting them by running workshops, and planning other events to engage communities across the Valley in their local 
history. One workshop in Crapstone in August was well received and has inspired the village to plan more community events. 

Monitoring the Valley
We	have	been	monitoring	the	condition	of	the	Valley’s	landscape	every	five	years.	With	the	power	of	volunteers	we	can	
now expand the number of ways in which we measure the indicators and locations we assess. Plymouth University will 
provide training on monitoring the condition of hedges, and the impact of road signs and other infrastructure, and light 
pollution on the tranquillity of the landscape. There will also be ‘spot’ monitoring, such as recording the condition of 
ancient bridges or counting the number of river users, helping us manage the landscape 
effectively into the future. Training sessions will take place before the end of 2014 
and there will also be fun events such as stargazing in November, to inspire the 
whole family! 

Monument Watch
We would like to enable people to keep an eye on archaeological sites in 
their own patch of the Valley. Supported by Cornwall Archaeological 
Society volunteers will soon be offered training to identify, assess and 
report on sites dating from prehistory to post-war. To whet your appetite, 
there	will	be	a	mining	heritage	identification	day	in	partnership	with	the	
Cornish Mining Landscape World Heritage Site and led by Colin Buck, on 8th 
November; and guided walks around historic sites throughout the year. 

Helping Hands for Heritage
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Management work for access and archaeology
Thanks to the ‘Trailmakers’ scheme run by the Tamar Community Trust, the Tamar Trails have been maintained 
continuously over the past few years. We are now building on this by looking at sites over a wider area, offering 
more varied volunteering opportunities, and working towards making lesser-known parts of our heritage more 
accessible.	Work	will	extend	to	Wacker	Quay	near	Antony,	Cleave	Woods	near	Weir	Quay	and,	to	support	the	
work of Cormac Solutions, around Kit Hill and Drakewalls Mine. Full details and a programme can be found on 
our website.  

Supporting our wildlife
In	collaboration	with	organisations	such	as	Devon	and	Cornwall	Wildlife	Trusts,	Butterfly	Conservation and the 
biological record centres, there will be opportunities to record a wide variety of wildlife and habitats, from birds 
to woodland, and from bees to rivers. A BioBlitz at the Garden House near Yelverton this September attracted 
nearly	70	adults	and	children;	highlights	included	the	newly-hatched	dragonfly	on	the	cover	of	this	newsletter,	
a fat frog, and a tiny grass snake. Ancient tree survey training also recently took place on the Antony Estate. 
Another upcoming nature event includes community apple pressing in several villages. 

How to find out what’s happening
Further information can be found at www.tamarvalley.org.uk/hh4h. Helping Hands for Heritage has its own Facebook 
and	Twitter	pages	(@HH4Heritage),	so	‘like’	and	follow	us	to	keep	up	to	date	with	all	the	news.	Purple	flags	and	
banners	will	be	flying	at	all	our	events,	so	watch	out	for	them	and	come	and	say	hello.	
All AONB-led training sessions and events will be free, lunches will often be 
included, and we can offer travel expenses in many circumstances. We will 
endeavour to run training sessions in every corner of the AONB and 
then – depending on the activity – you can carry out tasks in your 
own time. 

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS! 
There will be a chance for everyone to get involved in this 
unique project, either by signing up as a volunteer or just 
by having fun at an event. 
Please contact Sam Barnes, Helping Hands for Heritage 
Project Officer - volunteering@tamarvalley.org.uk
or 01822 835030, 
Helping Hands for Heritage is funded through an ‘Our Heritage’ 
grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund. Match funding has been 
provided by Tamar Valley AONB, the Cornwall & West Devon 
Mining Landscape World Heritage Site, Devon County Council,
Tamar Community Trust, Calstock Parish Council and Buckland 
Monachorum Parish Council. These organisations, plus many more, 
have also pledged their support.
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Training in the AONB
The Tamar Valley AONB is now a recognised AQA Training Centre. The team will be delivering training 
through the Unit Award Scheme (UAS) for volunteers from September. 

Most training days will be offered through the Helping Hands for Heritage project. Volunteers are given the opportunity 
to	have	their	skills	accredited	and	they	can	gain	certificates	to	reflect	their	achievements.	The	scheme	is	suitable	for	all,	
with no experience or previous knowledge required. We will offer 25 modules on subjects including:

Practical countryside management skills
Tree and hedgerow identification 
Fixed-point photography 
Health and safety 
Communication
Event leading

How monitoring informs conservation 
Data input, recording and analysis 
Understanding the landscape
Understanding heritage
Wildlife survey skills
Historical research

AQA	(previously	Assessment	and	Qualifications	Alliance)	is	
the	largest	provider	of	academic	qualifications	taught	in	
schools and colleges, and the largest unitary awarding 
body in England and Wales. The UAS scheme is nationally
recognised as a way of recording vocational achievement 
in all areas of work and activity. It is based on a ‘unit’ 
approach,	whereby	certificates	are	received	for	short	
units of work completed.

          If you would like to take part in any of     
         our training sessions, or would like more  
         information, please contact: 
       Becki Lumbis on 01822 835030 or 
    email: rlumbis@tamarvalley.org.uk



It’s onwards & upwards for the Valley Volunteers
Since its foundation a year ago, the Valley Volunteers scheme has done a huge amount to support the 
work of the Tamar Valley AONB, the Tamar Community Trust, and Friends of the Tamar Valley. People 
who volunteer are given the opportunity to take on exciting new roles or to use and develop their 
existing skills in a rewarding way.
The scheme is well underway and Valley Volunteers have already donated approximately 155 days (1,147 hours) of 
their time to carry out invaluable work. Over the last year their duties have included providing information to visitors 
at the Tamar Valley Centre, leading walks for weekly ‘Walk & Talk’ groups in Gunnislake and Saltash, hosting charity 
coffee mornings, manning exhibitions, creating new paths, maintaining trails, updating way markers and undertaking 
historical research. 

Sharyn Hedge, one of the Tamar Valley AONB’s regular volunteers, is carrying out historical research into the role of the great 
estates in encouraging market gardening. She had this to say about her volunteering experience: 
“For me, there’s not only the huge intrinsic interest of doing the research, and learning so much from it (and it really 
is fascinating) but, as an incomer (and an Australian, to boot – although with highly valued Cornish mining ancestry!), 
through my involvement with the project I feel that I’m beginning to become not just in the Tamar Valley, but of it.”

The Tamar Valley AONB Team’s aim is to create a volunteer base that can 
support a number of organisations within the AONB who need volunteers. 
We make sure that all these roles are of value to the area and its organisations. 
Importantly, we also want to work with our volunteers to ensure that the 
roles	we	create	reflect	people’s	motives	and	aspirations,	leaving	them	with	
a well-deserved sense of achievement. 
We are passionate about volunteering and our volunteers, and will adapt 
tasks to suit the needs, abilities and interests of an individual. We are also
committed to providing volunteers with the opportunity to continue 
developing their skills and talents within their roles. 

If you would like to become a Valley Volunteer and support the Tamar Valley
AONB, then please email volunteering@tamarvalley.org.uk or visit 
www.tamarvalley.org.uk/volunteering
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A future for ash trees in the 
Tamar Valley?
When you look closely at our Valley woods and hedges, 
you start to realise how many ash trees we have in our 
landscape. The hedge survey carried out by volunteers 
through the Cordiale project reveals how common ash 
trees are: from 195 surveys of 30-metre stretches of 
hedge, 63% recorded the presence of ash. 

Sadly, things might change in the future. A tree disease – Chalara 
ash dieback – is now spreading across the British Isles. It is caused 
by a fungus, previously known as Chalara fraxinea, but now named 
Hymenoscyphus pseudoalbidus. 

Ash is one of our most graceful and long-lived trees. Tough and	flexible,
its hardwood is used for furniture and tools, and it coppices and burns 
well	too.	Ash	supports	a	host	of	wildlife,	from	birds	to	butterflies,	and	its	
airy	canopy	lets	through	sunlight,	encouraging	wild	flowers.	

Having witnessed huge changes in the countryside caused by Dutch elm disease, 
we need to make a record of our landscape as it is now, to help us prepare for ash dieback. At the time of writing, the natural 
spread of infection is largely concentrated in East Anglia, Kent and Sussex, but there have been recorded occurrences 
of infected young nursery stock in Devon and Cornwall. The arrival of the disease here in due course is highly likely.
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You can help
Through our Helping Hands for Heritage project (see pages 14 and 15) we will be taking a snapshot of ash in the AONB 
before the disease hits. We will make use of citizen science by asking people to help monitor ash trees in the countryside 
as the disease progresses across the country. We will also be working with the Living Ash project and Ashtag to get people 
involved by tagging a tree and carrying out an annual survey of its health.

The results from our surveys might help in the identification	of	trees	that	show	tolerance	to	the	fungus,	giving	us	hope	
that ash won’t be lost from our landscape.

For further information contact Corinna Woodall on cwoodall@tamarvalley.org.uk



Book review
Wood Fuel from Hedges: How to manage and crop hedges 
in south-west England for fuel: by Robert Wolton
This A4 illustrated handbook is packed with up-to-date, clearly 
worded technical information on how to plant and manage hedges 
for fuel. It includes legal advice, facts about yields, fuel types, 
efficient	woodchip	production,	cropping	regimes,	production
costs,	environmental	benefits	and	much	more.	Managing	hedges	
for wood fuel will help ensure that our distinctive hedge networks 
survive long into the future. Focused on south-west England, 
information is based on recent research in Devon and Cornwall 
and considerable experience from Normandy and Brittany.

Published by Tamar Valley AONB, Devon County Council and 
the Devon Hedge Group, price £5 (plus £1.25 p&p), available 
from the Tamar Valley Centre, Cemetery Road, Drakewalls, 
nr Gunnislake. Cheques made payable to Cornwall Council. 
For card payment, tel: 01822 835030
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Horse-logging demonstration 
at Pentillie
Local land managers spent a memorable day
at the Coryton family’s Pentillie Estate 
earlier this summer, learning about 
woodland management. 

Many small local woods are unmanaged, as they 
are on steep ground, with limited access. 
However, timber can be extracted without using 
heavy machinery, and minimise damage to soil 
and wildlife by using horse power.

The group of 35 watched 19HH Shire horse, Jack 
Trelow, being worked by his owners John Mills 
and Freya Williams. The group also visited a 
biomass boiler and woodchip store installed on 
the estate last year, and learnt about the practicalities
and economics of using woodchip as fuel. 

Elsewhere in the Valley, Barney & Gemma Guy have been 
training 10HH Shetland, Babe, to work for a living, too. With 
a small turning circle he can work in tight corners, as well as 
being economical to keep.

An apology.
In the last edition of The Valley (Winter 2013/14) we stated in the ‘Our watery heritage’ article that the Dartmoor National Park’s 
archaeologist	had	not	been	consulted	over	the	installation	of	a	hydro-electric	scheme	and	concrete	fish	passes	at	Huckworthy	Weir	on	the	
River Walkham. This was incorrect: they had been consulted as part of the planning application. The applicants produced a full archaeological 
report. We apologise to all involved in the scheme for this misunderstanding.



Meet the AONB team
Our small, dynamic team are here to help conserve & enhance the Tamar Valley. Here’s a bit 
more about the people behind the jobs... 

Charlotte, Ben, Corinna, Becki, Sam, Donna & Jo 
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Donna Watterson: 
Office and Finance Manager
Donna joined the team in 2006 and is responsible for the 
operation	of	the	office.	She	also	monitors	the	Tamar	Valley	
AONB’s annual budget. Donna enjoys sampling cream teas 
across the Valley!

Ben Dancer: 
Planning Consultant
Ben provides planning advice and responds to proposed 
developments that would impact upon the AONB, as well 
as raising awareness of the landscape in development 
proposals. Ben enjoys getting out and about in the Valley 
with his family.

Jo Pridham: 
Monitoring & Reporting Officer
Jo’s main role is to compile and submit claims for the grant 
payments that fund our many projects. Jo joined the team 
in 2007 and enjoys getting out and about on the Trails with 
her camera.

Call us: 01822 835030 
or email: enquiries@tamarvalley.org.uk

Corinna Woodall: 
Manager
Corinna is responsible for managing the team, delivering 
the AONB Management Plan and securing future resources 
to continue our work. In her spare time, Corinna is often to 
be found walking the many tracks and paths of the Valley 
with her energetic dog ‘Scrum’.

Becki Lumbis: 
Education & Community Resource Officer
Becki thoroughly enjoys getting everyone involved in our 
events, volunteering and projects. As a cub leader, Becki 
is often out on adventures with her pack, but her passion 
is the estuarine and marine environment and she can’t think 
of a better way to relax than spending time on, near or under 
the water. 

Sam Barnes: 
Helping Hands for Heritage Project Officer
Sam helps local people get involved in and understand the 
rich heritage of the Tamar Valley, developing and managing 
the Helping Hands for Heritage project. Sam has a personal 
interest in the quirkier elements of architecture and heritage.

Charlotte Dancer: 
Information & Communications Officer
Charlotte joined us over 10 years ago, and continues to enjoy 
promoting and publicising the work of the AONB team. She 
loves exploring the Valley and seeing it through fresh eyes 
with her two little girls.



You can purchase Tamar Valley Line Carnet tickets at 
Pearce’s Service Station in Drakewalls, Margaret’s 
Hairdressing	in	Bere	Ferrers,	Bere	Alston	Post	Office,
John Brown’s Stores in Bere Alston, Levines in Calstock, 
and	Gunnislake	Post	Office.

For more information, contact the Devon and Cornwall 
Rail Partnership on 01752 584777.
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A decade of success for Carnet rail tickets
This year marks the 10th anniversary of Devon 
and Cornwall Rail Partnership’s popular Tamar 
Valley Line Carnet ticket scheme.

Books of ten tickets offer discounted travel between the 
Tamar Valley and Plymouth on the scenic Plymouth
– Gunnislake branch line. They can be bought at several 
local	shops	and	post	offices	along	the	route,	helping	
to support local trade. Sales have increased steadily to 
30,000 journeys a year – around one-sixth of the annual 
total for the line.

Tracey Boniface, owner of Pearce’s Service Station in 
Drakewalls, said, “We have been selling the tickets here 
right from the start. We are very proud of our vital local 
railway and have been really happy with the way the 
scheme has grown.”

Two different books of tickets are available, one for travel 
between Gunnislake, Calstock and Plymouth, priced at 
£25.00, and the other for travel between Bere Alston, 
Bere Ferrers and Plymouth, priced at £20.00. Each contains 
ten Single tickets for use on any train in either direction 
up	to	a	fixed	expiry	date	of	either	31st	December	or	30th	
June.	This	makes	them	both	flexible	and	easy	to	use.	
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Sharing, learning, inspiring
The National Association for AONBs’ Landscapes for Life 
Conference 2014 took place in Cumbria with the theme of 
‘Sharing, Learning, Inspiring’. 
Delegates from all over the UK, including Corinna Woodall and Becki Lumbis 
from the Tamar Valley AONB, discussed how people and organisations who 
care about the UK’s Protected Landscapes can work together to ensure 
that our AONBs and National Parks are well managed and safeguarded for 
future generations.

Three	days	of	presentations,	briefings,	stalls,	networking	and	site	visits	explored	
examples of outstanding work from AONB Partnerships, Conservation 
Boards and National Park Authorities linked to work on communications, 
raising additional funding, biodiversity, sustainable tourism, and advocacy 
and policy. Visit: www.landscapesforlifeconference.org.uk for key speeches.

About Us
The Tamar Valley AONB Partnership helps to 
conserve and enhance the natural beauty 
of the Tamar Valley Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty, by offering advice and 
assistance to community groups, landowners, 
farmers, residents and visitors.
There are 38 AONBs in England and Wales. 
The Tamar Valley itself covers an area 
of 75 square miles (195 sq km) and is the 
youngest of all AONBs, designated in 1995.
Tamar Valley AONB, Tamar Valley Centre, 
Cemetery Road, Drakewalls, Gunnislake, 
Cornwall  PL18 9FE

t: 01822 835030   
e: enquiries@tamarvalley.org.uk   
w: www.tamarvalley.org.uk 

Help us keep the AONB special
We hope you enjoy exploring the Tamar 
Valley. Please follow the Countryside Code 
when you’re out and about, to keep this 
living, working landscape special.

Your Valley, Your News
If you have a story that you would like to 
be considered for the next issue of The 
Valley (spring/summer 2015), or would like 
to discuss advertising opportunities, please 
contact Charlotte Dancer, Information & 
Communications	Officer	for	the	Tamar	
Valley AONB – 01822 835030 or
cdancer@tamarvalley.org.uk.

Produced by: 
Tamar Valley AONB - Charlotte Dancer
tel: 01822 835030 or email: cdancer@
tamarvalley.org.uk

Editorial support: 
Rowena Millar, Natural Word

Design: 
Fireproof, Tavistock

Print: 
Pepper Communications Ltd

While every effort has been made to ensure 
accuracy within this newsletter, no responsibility 
will be accepted for any omissions.

Please pass this newsletter on to a 
friend before recycling.

As the River Flows …
Local painter and printmaker Peter Ursem has set off on a 
two-year arts project to explore and capture the outstanding 
landscape of the Tamar Valley. 
Supported by Arts Council England and working in collaboration with the 
Tamar Valley AONB and Plymouth College 
of Art, ‘As the River Flows’ focuses on 
the narrative of the landscape, or in 
other words: stories and pictures. 
Peter, who moved from Dorset 
to the Tamar Valley in 2011, 
has a strong interest in the 
landscape as a metaphor for
stories or mysteries untold. 
He hopes to collect and 
record many local stories 
relating to beauty spots in 
the Valley, whether these are 
well-known legends or personal 
anecdotes. During the course of 
the project there will also be regular 
open days in Peter’s studio, demonstrations, 
talks and collaborative work with students at 
Plymouth College of Art. Do you have a favourite location in the Valley, 
with a story attached? Peter would love to hear from you. Don’t miss Peter’s 
exhibition at the Tamar Valley Centre, 22nd - 30th November, 10am - 4pm
Please contact Peter by email at peter@astheriverflows.co.uk or 
01822 833668. To find out more please visit www.astheriverflows.co.uk
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